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CONSENT CALENDAR
December 18, 2012
To:
From:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
Councilmember Kriss Worthington

Subject:

City Manager referral: amend BMC to address mold.

RECOMMENDATION
Refer to the City Manager amending BMC to define and address mold growth in
Berkeley residences.
BACKGROUND
In the City of Berkeley many residential buildings and dwelling units have experienced
continuous mold problems. Although tenants are responsible to take adequate actions
within their control to limit the potential growth of mold, landlords should also be held
responsible for tenant’s living conditions when the problem persists. As of now, there
are no existing permissible mold guidelines or regulations in the City of Berkeley despite
the numerous complaints from local residents.
The City and County of San Francisco appears to have a practical solution to this
problem. Mold growth in residential units is clearly defined as a nuisance under Section
105 Chapter 4 of the City of San Francisco Housing Code. Residential mold is also
considered to be unsanitary as stated under Section 1306 of the City of San Francisco
Housing Code.
According to the San Francisco Department of Public Health, mold is a common type of
fungus whose functions include composting of vegetation and producing penicillin—an
antibiotic. It grows in damp conditions and unventilated spaces, and uses wood, paper,
leaves, cloth, and leather for food. Exposure to significant amounts of indoor mold over
time can cause symptoms and health effects. This is often more pronounced in
sensitive individuals, infants and children, the elderly, immune compromised/cancer
patients, and persons with respiratory conditions.
Allergic reactions to mold can include nasal congestion, reddened eyes, light sensitivity,
dry hacking cough, and worsening of asthma or allergy. These health related issues
prove that the existence of mold is detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of their
occupants.
Hence, the Berkeley City Council should consider an ordinance similar to the City of
San Francisco Housing Code that will allow the appropriate city officials to address

complaints about mold issues in Berkeley residences and correct violations. The
enactment and enforcement of an ordinance addressing residential mold growth is a
necessary local governmental function in the interest of health, safety and welfare of the
people of Berkeley. It is in the public interests of the people of Berkeley to protect and
promote the existence of residential units free of mold.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Unknown.
CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Kriss Worthington

510-981-7170

Attachment:
1. San Francisco Mold Guidelines and Control

