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Jesse Arreguín
Councilmember, District 4

INFORMATION CALENDAR
February 19, 2013
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Councilmember Jesse Arreguín

Subject: Report on Regional Bodies Representation: Oakland Airport-Community Noise
Management Forum
BACKGROUND:
On January 16, 2013, I attended my first meeting as the City of Berkeley’s
representative to the Oakland Airport-Community Noise Management Forum. Attached
is the meeting agenda. Below please find notes from the meeting on issues discussed
and voted on relevant to Berkeley:
First Quarterly 2013 Meeting of the Noise Forum
January 16, 2013, 6:30 p.m. Port of Oakland Board Room, 530 Water Street
Forum members present included: Diana Souza (Alternate, San Leandro), myself,
Margery Eriksson (citizen rep. Berkeley), Walt Jacobs (citizen rep. Alameda), Mike
McClintock (Forum Facilitator), Barbara Halliday (Hayward), Pat Gacoscos (Union City),
Subru Bhat (citizen rep. Union City),Will Fernandez (citizen rep. San Leandro), Michael
McEneany (Marin County), Ernest Delli Gatti (citizen rep. Alameda County)
The Forum accepted the 2012 3rd Quarter Noise Report. A letter was sent by the Forum
to the National Business Aviation Administration (NBAA) raising concern regarding
blocking the release of flight information through BARR and ASDI, which would make it
difficult to acquire aircraft identification information critical to noise management
programs. While concern has been raised by the NBAA regarding security and privacy
of general aviation activities, given that air flight is within the public airspace, the public
has a right to such information. To date the Noise Forum has not received a response
from the NBAA but has included in its workplan an item to advocate for access to ASDI
flight information so that it can effectively monitor air craft flight and noise in order to
mitigate noise impacts on surrounding communities.
The Noise Forum discussed and approved its 2013 Workplan, a draft of which is
attached. In addition to a number of legislative initiatives, the Forum discussed coalition
building and outreach with another regional/national noise forums, including convening
a joint meeting between the SFO Roundtable and the OAK Forum, to discuss issues of
mutual interest including legislative and regulatory initiatives and ongoing collaboration.
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Given the frequency and impact of helicopter flights in Berkeley, I specifically advocated
for prioritizing a study and presentations on helicopter noise, particularly noise from
news helicopters. Councilmember Barbara Halliday from Hayward also raised her
concerns about helicopter noise. She commented that there are ongoing helicopter
flights out of the Hayward airport and Hayward residents are affected by helicopter
noise, and so the issue affected not just Berkeley but other cities in the region and also
supported making it a priority in this year’s workplan.
The forum not only agreed to further study helicopter noise, particularly from news
helicopters, but also agreed to hold a presentation at a future meeting and invite
representatives from new organizations to talk about noise from helicopter flights and
how to mitigate noise impacts on residential areas. Staff will also provide members with
an update on past studies on the issue. I also raised the issue of pursuing legislation,
since HR 2677 was introduced previously, although it was not adopted. It would have
directed the FAA to issue regulations to deal with noise pollution from helicopters flying
over LA County. However noise from helicopter flight affects communities all over
California and the country, and broader legislation should be introduced to establish
regulations on altitude and duration of flight over residential areas.
Additionally, I spoke about the importance of looking ways to monitor and regulate
unmanned aerial vehicles (drones), given the proposed purchase of a drone by the
Alameda County Sherriff and the purchase of drones by law enforcement agencies
throughout the country. One issue that was raised was the lack of discussion of noise
impacts from drone fight. I talked about the Berkeley City Council’s recent discussion on
a drone policy and agreed to update the Forum on Berkeley’s deliberations, including
what policy we ultimately adopt. The issue of drones will also be made a priority in the
2013 Workplan.
Other issues discussed in the workplan included the use of biofuels in airplane flight, air
emissions and improving air quality, and sustainability initiatives. Additionally looking at
ALUC adoption of CNEL 65dB noise limit and noise easements for new residential
development near OAK with noise levels above CNEL 65Db. Councilmember Barbara
Halliday raised this as an issue particularly regarding development in Hayward.
The next Forum meeting will be held on April 17, 2013.
Additional information on the Noise Forum, as well as past agendas and meeting
minutes can be found at the following website: http://flyquietoak.com/pages/noiseforum/noise-forum.html
This information report is submitted in compliance with Berkeley Municipal Code
Section 2.06.090 (Open Government Ordinance) which states:
“Council members who represent the City on regional bodies and commissions shall,
promptly after attending meetings of those bodies, provide to the City Council and the
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public a report that briefly summarizes the discussion and any action or any item that
affects the City of Berkeley. Such reports shall state where additional information about
the issues summarized may be obtained.”
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
None
CONTACT PERSON:
Jesse Arreguin, Councilmember, District 4

981-7140

Attachments:
1: Oakland Airport-Community Noise Management Forum January 16, 2013 Meeting
Agenda
2: 2013 Noise Forum Workplan
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