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Jesse Arreguín
Councilmember, District 4

CONSENT CALENDAR
April 30, 2013
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Councilmember Jesse Arreguín

Subject:

Referral to Animal Care Commission: Protected Primate Ordinance
and Ban on Animal Testing

RECOMMENDATION:
Refer the following issues to the Animal Care Commission for review and request
that the Commission make a recommendation on both issues to the City Council,
after consulting with City staff:
1. The proposed Protected Primate Guardianship Ordinance; and
2. Establishing either an outright ban on animal testing, or restrictions on animal
testing in the City of Berkeley. Such legislation could be either in the form of
zoning amendments prohibiting animal research in certain zoning districts or
a general city policy.
BACKGROUND:
The City of Berkeley has been on the forefront of protecting the welfare of animals,
from banning the de-clawing of cats, to opposing invasive scientific research of
animals. The proposed ordinance is consistent with the City of Berkeley’s past
positions and its commitment to the defense of animals. Specifically, it redefines
necessary care and housing requirements for a special class of primates and bars
theirs use for profit in entertainment, invasive scientific research, or the pet trade.
Additionally, while the City has in the past adopted policies prohibiting the use of
draize testing on animals and urging the University of California to limit animal
research, the City has never formally adopted a position on animal research, and
research including on animals is allowed in several zoning districts. While Bayer had
previously conducted animal research, it no longer conducts animal testing;
however, with new research and development opportunities potentially coming into
West Berkeley in the future, it is important to look at whether to permit animal testing
and if so what limitations should exist on animal research.
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Staff time involved with analyzing the proposed ordinance and commission
recommendations.
CONTACT PERSON:
Jesse Arreguín, Councilmember, District 4
Attachments:
1. Proposed Ordinance
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