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Jesse Arreguín
Councilmember, District 4

CONSENT CALENDAR
April 30, 2013
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Councilmember Jesse Arreguin

Subject:

Supporting Assembly Bill 187, Ammunition Tax

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt a Resolution supporting Assembly Bill (AB) 187, introduced by Assemblymember
Rob Bonta, which would impose a 10% tax on the gross receipts of any retailer from the
sale of ammunition sold at retail, as well as an excise tax on the storage, use or
consumption of ammunition purchased from a retailer in California. Funds from the
taxes would be deposited into a Public Safety Emergency Prevention Fund to support
public safety programs in high crime areas. Copies of the Resolution to be sent to
Governor Jerry Brown, Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, Senator Loni
Hancock, Assembly Speaker John A. Perez, Assemblymember Nancy Skinner and
Assemblymember Rob Bonta.
BACKGROUND:
Nationally, 7-10 billion rounds of ammunition are sold a year. At the start of the Obama
administration in 2009, 12 billion rounds of ammunition were sold per year due to
anticipation for stricter gun laws.
There is a direct connection between possessing large rounds of ammunition and crime.
While there are a number of factors that can contribute to an increase in gun crime,
increased funding of public safety services can reduce crime. Unfortunately due to the
current economic recession and cuts in state and federal funding there are less
resources available to fund more police officers and other public safety needs. This has
resulted in less police on the street, and in cities such as Oakland and Stockton which
have seen large spikes in violent crime there is a critical need for more public safety
services.
Assembly Bill 187 would impose a 10% tax on gross receipts of any retailer from the
sale of ammunition sold at retail, as well as an excise tax on the storage, use or
consumption of ammunition purchased from a retailer in California. The funds from the
ammunition tax would be deposited into a Public Safety Emergency Prevention Fund
which would fund vital public safety programs in high crime cities.
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
None
CONTACT PERSON:
Jesse Arreguin, Councilmember, District 4
Attachments:
1. Resolution
2. Copy of Assembly Bill 187

981-7140

RESOLUTION NO.
SUPPORTING ASSEMBLY BILL 187 WHICH WOULD ESTABLISH A 10% GROSS
RECEPITS TAX ON THE SALE OF AMMUNITION TO FUND PUBLIC SAFETY
PROGRAMS IN HIGH CRIME AREAS
WHEREAS, nationally, 7-10 billion rounds of ammunition are sold a year. At the start of
the Obama administration in 2009, 12 billion rounds of ammunition were sold per year
due to anticipation for stricter gun laws; and
WHEREAS, according to the FBI, 68% of all murders in California are committed with a
firearm; and
WHEREAS, there is a direct connection between possessing large rounds of ammunition
and crime; and
WHEREAS, while there are a number of factors that can contribute to an increase in gun
crime, increased funding of public safety services can reduce crime. Unfortunately due to
the current economic recession and cuts in state and federal funding there are less
resources available to fund more police officers and other public safety needs; and
WHEREAS, cuts in public safety funding has resulted in less police on the street, and in
cities such as Oakland and Stockton which have seen large spikes in violent crime there
is a critical need for more public safety services; and
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 187, introduced by Assemblymember Rob Bonta, would
impose a 10% tax on gross receipts of any retailer from the sale of ammunition sold at
retail, as well as an excise tax on the storage, use or consumption of ammunition
purchased from a retailer in California. The funds from the ammunition tax would be
deposited into a Public Safety Emergency Prevention Fund which would fund vital public
safety programs in high crime cities.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the
City of Berkeley does hereby support Assembly Bill 187, introduced by Assemblymember
Rob Bonta, which would establish a 10% gross receipts tax on the sale of ammunition to
fund public safety programs in high crime areas.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be sent to Governor Jerry
Brown, Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, Senator Loni Hancock, Assembly
Speaker John A. Perez, Assemblymember Nancy Skinner and Assemblymember Rob
Bonta.

