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CONSENT CALENDAR 
May 21, 2013 
 

To:       Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Councilmember Susan Wengraf 

Subject: Refer AB 321 to the Transportation Commission to Consider Implementation 
of a 15 mph Speed Limit in All Elementary School Zones in Berkeley 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Refer AB 321 to the Transportation Commission and request that they return to the City 
Council with a recommendation on implementation of 15 mph speed zones within 500 
feet of all elementary schools in Berkeley, if they qualify. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In January 2008, California Assembly Bill AB 321 went into effect.  This state law allows 
local governments to extend school zones to 1000 feet and reduce speed limits within 
500 feet of a school site to 15 mph on residential streets, on two-lane roads, where 
speed limits are already 30 mph or less.  The first key step is identifying the schools in 
the community that meet the criteria. 
 
At 15 mph, most pedestrians will survive a crash, often sustaining only minor injuries. 
Minor increases in speed have a profound effect on crash severity and resulting injury. 
At 20 mph, most pedestrian crashes result in serious injury. At 40 mph, 90% of crashes 
are fatal. 
 
As a result of AB 321, the City of San Francisco has implemented 15 mph speed zones 
around 181 schools in San Francisco, nearly all of the elementary, middle, and high 
schools in San Francisco.  San Jose has also implemented 15 mph speed zones as a 
pilot around 3 of their schools.  
 
Reducing traffic speeds near elementary schools will enable more children to walk or 
bike to school safely in Berkeley.  Reducing vehicle trips through this approach also 
supports the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SB 375), helping Berkeley and the Bay 
Area meet State-wide greenhouse gas reduction goals. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
Unknown 
 
CONTACT:  
Susan Wengraf, City Council District 6    981-7160 
 
 
Attachment:  

1. AB 321 
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