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Berkeley City Council

ACTION CALENDAR
May 21, 2013
(Continued from May 7, 2013)
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Councilmembers Laurie Capitelli and Susan Wengraf

Subject:

Commission Term Limits

RECOMMENDATION
Refer to the City Manager an amendment to BMC 3.02.040 that imposes an eightcumulative-year (in any ten year period) term limit for all commissioners now subject to
an eight-year consecutive term limit and whose service commenced on or after
December 1, 2004.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Costs related to the additional administrative burden on the City Clerk’s Office of
tracking the cumulative number of years a commissioner has served (as opposed to
consecutive years under current law).
BACKGROUND
Currently most commissioners are subject to a term limit of eight consecutive years.
This has often been evaded by tendering a resignation shortly before a term expires,
then accepting a new eight-year appointment after a brief absence from the
commission.
At their meeting of March 13, 2007, the City Council approved the first reading of
proposed amendments to BMC Section 3.02.40: 1. To repeal term limits for all
commissioners except for those who serve on the four which exercise quasi-judicial
powers: the Housing Advisory Commission “HAC”), the Landmarks Preservation
Commission (“LPC”) Planning Commission (“PC”) and the Zoning Adjustments Board
(“ZAB”); 2. Limit service on designated commissions to eight cumulative years, requiring
a two year break before reappointment to the same commission; 3. Limit membership
on designated commissions to one commission. (On March 20, 2007 the first reading
was rescinded and the item was referred to the Agenda Committee.)
The term limit is designed to provide for broader membership and fresh insights on
commissions.
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Commission Term Limits

CONSENT CALENDAR
May 7, 2013

We suggest that the provision should apply to commissioners now subject to an eightyear consecutive term limit and whose service commenced on or after December 1,
2004.
CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Laurie Capitelli, District 5
Councilmember Susan Wengraf, District 6

981-7150
981-7160

ATTACHMENTS:
1: Action Calendar Item #22, March 13, 2007. “Limits on Terms, Membership
Designated Commissions.”
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/citycouncil/2007citycouncil/packet/031307/2007-0313%20Item%2022%20Limits%20on%20Terms%20Membership%20Designated%20
Commissions.pdf

