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City Council

CONSENT CALENDAR
June 11, 2013
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Councilmember Jesse Arreguín

Subject:

Assembly Bill 60: Driver’s Licenses Eligibility

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution supporting Assembly Bill (AB) 60, authored by Assemblymember
Luis Alejo, which would require the DMV to issue driver's licenses to persons ineligible
for a Social Security Number (SSN) who provide alternative specified documentation.
Copies of the Resolution to be sent to Governor Jerry Brown, Senate President Pro
Tem Darrell Steinberg, Senator Loni Hancock, Assembly Speaker John A. Perez,
Assemblymember Nancy Skinner and Assemblymember Luis Alejo.
BACKGROUND:
Many Californians are unable to obtain Driver Licenses through no fault of their own, yet
must drive in constant fear on the way to work, dropping off their children at school, or
simply going to the grocery store. Under State law, a simple stop by a law enforcement
officer could mean a misdemeanor, and losing their vehicle and livelihood to a
mandatory 30-day impoundment. With towing and storage fees running into the
thousands, many simply walk away and start over.
AB 60 would make roughly 2 million undocumented immigrants eligible for driver’s
licenses. This bill will improve traffic safety by ensuring that drivers on the road are
properly trained, have passed a background and driving test, know state driving laws,
and become insured. The bill enjoys bi-partisan support and includes a Republican
Coauthor (Senator Anthony Cannella).
Ultimately, AB 60 is simply a matter of fairness –our laws should not exclude and
disproportionately penalize an entire population.
FISCAL IMPACTS
None.
CONTACT PERSON:
Jesse Arreguin, Councilmember, District 4
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Attachments:
1. Copy of AB 60
2. Resolution

Attachment 2
RESOLUTION NO.

SUPPORTING ASSEMBLY BILL 60, WHICH WOULD REQUIRE THE DMV TO ISSUE
DRIVER'S LICENSES TO PERSONS INELIGIBLE FOR A SOCIAL SECURITY
NUMBER WHO PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE SPECIFIED DOCUMENTATION
WHEREAS, many Californians are unable to obtain Driver Licenses through no fault of
their own, yet must drive in constant fear on the way to work, dropping off their children
at school, or simply going to the grocery store; and
WHEREAS, under State law, a simple stop by a law enforcement officer for someone
without a Driver’s License could mean a misdemeanor, imprisonment, and losing their
vehicle and livelihood to a mandatory 30-day impoundment; and
WHEREAS, the exclusion of millions of Californians from obtaining a Driver’s License
not only exacts disproportionate penalties on the immigrant community, but it is bad
public policy; and
WHEREAS, allowing immigrants with alternative documentation to obtain Driver’s
Licenses would greatly improve traffic safety by ensuring that drivers on the road are
properly trained, have passed a background and driving test, know state driving laws,
and become insured; and
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 60, authored by Assemblymember Luis Alejo, would make
roughly 2 million undocumented immigrants eligible for driver’s licenses; and
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 60 will partly resolve the longstanding quandary of excluding
a class of individuals who are a part of our community from obtaining the licenses
needed for daily life, while our immigration broken system is a tacit admission of our
need for these same individuals; and
WHEREAS, Assembly 60 is ultimately a matter of fairness to all who live, work and
contribute to our communities.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the
City of Berkeley does hereby support Assembly Bill 60, introduced by Assemblymember
Luis Alejo, which would allow immigrants with alternative documentation to obtain
Driver’s Licenses.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be sent to Governor Jerry
Brown, Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, Senator Loni Hancock, Assembly
Speaker John A. Perez, Assemblymember Nancy Skinner and Assemblymember Luis
Alejo.

