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CONSENT CALENDAR 
July 2, 2013 

 
To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
From:  Councilmember Jesse Arreguín 
 
Subject: Support of Assembly Bill 551, Urban Agriculture Incentive Zones (UAIZ) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt a Resolution supporting Assembly Bill (AB) 551, authored by Assemblymember 
Phil Ting, which would allow a county or a city to establish by ordinance an Urban 
Agriculture Incentive Zone for the purpose of supporting urban agriculture.  Copies of 
the resolution to be sent to Senator Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, Senator Loni Hancock, 
Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez, and Assemblymembers Nancy Skinner and Phil 
Ting. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Urban Agriculture Incentive Zones (UAIZ) are land comprised of separate properties 
dedicated to agricultural farming.  AB 551 grants the city or county to enact voluntary 
enforceable agreements with landowners to create spaces for small scale commercial 
agriculture. 
 
AB 551 targets unused and vacant land in urban areas while creating initiatives to 
encourage owners of these properties to enter in to a 10 year agreement to transform 
their land into green spaces for farming. The impacts of UAIZ would make healthy food 
accessible to more communities.  Transforming unused urban spaces can revitalize the 
economic and social health of various communities. 
 
To encourage landowners to turn unused land into urban agriculture spaces, reduced 
property tax would incentivize landowners to lease their land. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
None. 
 
CONTACT PERSONS: 
Jesse Arreguín, Councilmember, District 4  981-7140 
 
Attachments: 

1. Resolution 
2. Assembly Bill 551
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RESOLUTION NO. 
 

SUPPORT OF ASSEMBLY BILL 551, ALLOWING A COUNTY OR A CITY TO 
ESTABLISH URBAN AGRICULTURE INCENTIVES ZONES (UAIZ) FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF SUPPORTING URBAN AGRICULTURE 
 
WHEREAS, in urban spaces, unused land and vacant properties can be transformed to 
small scale farms and green spaces; and 
 
WHEREAS, the implementation of UAIZs will generate more green spaces in our cities 
and create environmentally sustainable farms that co-exists with local eco-systems; and 
 
WHEREAS, as one-fifth of the country’s overall petroleum use is used for 
agriculture1,consuming and purchasing locally grown food is shown to decrease the use 
and dependence on petroleum; and 
 
WHEREAS, UAIZs are a direct solution to food deserts—districts with little or no access 
to fresh and affordable food. In California alone, nearly one million people live in food 
deserts and a startling 13.5 million Americans reside in food deserts2; and 
 
WHEREAS, the lack of affordable fresh and healthy food (due to distance and/or 
financial capacity) is associated with high risks of obesity and malnutrition that targets 
mainly low-income and working class families3;and 
 
WHEREAS, access to health is a human right, and lack of open green space and fresh 
food is detrimental to our communities and our youth; and 
 
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill (AB) 551, authored by Assemblymember Phil Ting, would 
allow a county or a city to establish by ordinance an Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone 
for the purpose of supporting urban agriculture.   
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 
Council hereby supports the Assembly Bill 551, Urban Agriculture Incentive Zones, so 
that vacant urban spaces can be utilized to create urban farms. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution shall be sent to Senator Pro 
Tem Darrell Steinberg, Senator Loni Hancock, Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez, and 
Assemblymembers Nancy Skinner and Phil Ting. 
 

                                                 
1 “California Watch.  “Nearly 1 million Californians Living in ‘food 
deserts’”<http://livinggreen.ifas.ufl.edu/food/local.html#csa> 
2 University of Florida, "Locally Grown Food." <http://livinggreen.ifas.ufl.edu/food/local.html> 
3 ibid. 
















