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Gordon Wozniak
Councilmember District No. 8

CONSENT CALENDAR
July 16, 2013
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Councilmember Gordon Wozniak

Subject: Recognizing the Businesspeople and Professionals Whose Volunteer
Activism Restored the Elmwood Movie Theater, 2966 College Avenue
RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution recognizing Burl Willes, who initiated the campaign to save the
Elmwood movie theater, 2966 College Avenue, as well as the merchants and
professionals who, for 20 years, have served as volunteers on the Elmwood Theater
Foundation and the Elmwood Advisory Board to purchase and restore this historic
neighborhood movie theater.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None
BACKGROUND
On July 16, 2013, the City Council will recognize that the Elmwood business district has
fully repaid the City loan that allowed the non-profit Elmwood Theater Foundation to
purchase the closed and fire-damaged Elmwood movie theater and, through a
combination of Business Improvement District (BID) financing and money borrowed
from Elmwood-area residents, restore it to operation in October 1994. As described in
an attached report from the Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC), the restoration
of the Elmwood Theater resulted from an innovative public-private partnership that has
served as a model for other business districts that seek to preserve local movie theaters
threatened by demolition.
As a community effort, preservation of the Elmwood Theater resulted from the
willingness of 80 or so Elmwood businesspeople to consent to, and then pay the
assessment over a twenty-year period. Thirty-three neighborhood residents also lent
the Foundation $420,000 to finance the seismic retrofit, repair and improvement of the
Elmwood Theater. While both groups have received a return on their investment—the
former in increased foot traffic for the business district, the latter a normal return on the
money they lent-- we should be grateful for their faith in what was initially a very risky
venture.
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However, in addition to paying the assessment themselves, a number of Elmwood
businesspeople also volunteered thousands of hours of time by serving on the Board of
Directors of the non-profit Elmwood Theater Foundation that planned the project, and
the Elmwood Advisory Board that managed the assessment district. They include:


Burl Willes, owner of Trips Out Travel, who initiated the campaign to save the
theater and gathered more than a thousand signatures calling for it to be
reopened;



David Salk, owner of The Focal Point, who at different times has served as
President of the non-profit Elmwood Theater Foundation that owns the theater,
as well as Chair of the Elmwood Advisory Board that managed the Business
Improvement District that helped to finance the restoration;



Laurie Capitelli, realtor and former co-owner of Avenue Books, who negotiated
the purchase of the property from United Artists and who has managed the
finances of the Elmwood Theater Foundation for more than 20 years;



Attorney Fred Harvey, who has served as Secretary and legal counsel for the
Elmwood Theater Foundation for more than 20 years, and who also served an 8year term on the Elmwood Advisory Board;



Attorney Steven Rood, who achieved recognition of non-profit status for the
Foundation with the IRS and State Franchise Tax Board; as well as serving on
the Elmwood Advisory Board.



Peggy Casey, owner of Bill’s Trading Post, first and longstanding Chair of the
Elmwood Advisory Board including during the period when it designed the
assessment formula.



Businesspeople Lilian Moriarty, Anne Flexer, and Allen Hibbard who served as
Board members of the Elmwood Theater Foundation;



Businesspeople Claudia Hunka (Moudry), Ann Leyhe, Jon Moriarty, Maureen
O’Neil Garcia, Jeremy Kidson, Garbis Baghdassarian and others who served
terms on the Elmwood Advisory Board.
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.
RECOGNIZING MERCHANT AND NEIGHBORHOOD VOLUNTEERS WHO PURCHASED
AND RESTORED THE ELMWOOD MOVIE THEATER, 2966 COLLEGE AVENUE
WHEREAS, the Elmwood movie theater, 2966 College Avenue, is one of a diminishing
number of neighborhood movie theaters as well as a local architectural and historical
landmark; and
WHEREAS, since 1914 it has served as the best known feature and night-time and
weekend business anchor of the Elmwood commercial district, attracting customers and
creating a sense of place; and
WHEREAS, after a fire in December 1988 closed the theater and it could not be
reopened without an expensive seismic upgrade as well as repair of the fire damage; and
WHEREAS, the Elmwood commercial district suffered from the loss of the foot traffic
attracted by the movie theater; and
WHEREAS, its then-owner decided not to reopen it but sell the property with a deed
restriction preventing it from ever being operated as a movie theater; and
WHEREAS, this situation was reversed thanks to activism by the Elmwood business
community that caused the City of Berkeley to invalidate the deed restriction and helped
to influence the owner to be willing to selling theater to a new owner who would restore
and operate it as a movie theater; and
WHEREAS, when no commercial developer would purchase and restore the Elmwood
as a movie theater, merchants and professionals in the Elmwood commercial district
organized the non-profit Elmwood Theater Foundation to attempt to purchase it
themselves; and
WHEREAS, the Elmwood Theater Foundation did purchase the Elmwood Theater and
subsequently restored it to operation as a movie theater in October, 1994, thanks to
both a loan from the City of Berkeley to pay for the purchase price and loans from
private individuals to pay for the seismic upgrade and repair of the theater; and
WHEREAS, the Elmwood businesses’ effort ensured both that the loans were paid off in
twenty years and that the Elmwood Theater has been preserved and maintained during
that time; and
WHEREAS, the City nevertheless recognizes that, in addition to paying the assessment
themselves as merchants and property owners in the district, certain businesspeople
and professionals have also volunteered thousands of hours of time as volunteers on
the Board of the Elmwood Theater Foundation that planned and conducted the
restoration of the theater, and on the Elmwood Advisory Board that designed and
administered the special assessment that helped to finance it.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that we
thank the following individuals for their service in preserving and restoring the Elmwood
Theater:


Burl Willes, then owner of Trips Out Travel and also a longtime neighborhood
resident, who initiated the campaign to save the theater and gathered more than
a thousand signatures calling for it to be reopened;



David Salk, owner of The Focal Point , who has served continuously as
President of the non-profit Elmwood Theater Foundation that owns the theater,
and also has served as member and Chair of the Elmwood Advisory Board that
managed the Business Improvement District that helped to finance the
restoration;



Laurie Capitelli, realtor and former co-owner of Avenue Books, who negotiated
the purchase of the property from United Artists and who has managed the
finances of the Elmwood Theater Foundation for more than 20 years;



Attorney Fred Harvey, who has served as Secretary and legal counsel for the
Elmwood Theater Foundation for more than 20 years, and who also served an 8year term on the Elmwood Advisory Board;



Attorney and neighborhood resident Steven Rood, who achieved recognition of
non-profit status for the Foundation with the IRS and State Franchise Tax Board;



Peggy Casey, owner of Bill’s Trading Post, who served as Chair of the Advisory
Board that designed the assessment formula for the BID;



Businesspeople Lilian Moriarty (14 Karats), Anne Flexer (Edelweiss Jewelers),
and Allen Hibbard (Star Realty) who served as Board members of the Elmwood
Theater Foundation;



And businesspeople Garbis Baghdassarian (Le Mediterranee Restaurant),
Jeremy Kidson (Jeremy’s Clothing), Ann Leyhe (Mrs. Dalloways Books),
Maureen Garcia (O’Neil) (Treehouse Green Gifts), Jon Moriarty (14 Karats) and
Claudia Hunka (Moudry) (Your Basic Bird) who have served terms on the
Elmwood Advisory Board.

