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Susan Wengraf
Councilmember District 6

CONSENT CALENDAR
April 29, 2014
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Councilmember Susan Wengraf

Subject: In Support of AB 1951 (Gomez) to Require the California State Department of
Public Health to Modify Birth Certificates to Recognize Same-Sex Parents
RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt a Resolution supporting AB1951 to require the California State Department of
Public Health to modify birth certificates to recognize same sex families. AB 1951 would
allow birth certificates to reflect two mothers and two fathers, as well as a genderneutral parent option. Request that the City Clerk send signed copies to Governor
Brown, Senator Loni Hancock and Assemblymember Nancy Skinner.
BACKGROUND :
AB 1951 requires the State Registrar to modify the certificate of live birth form to allow
for gender neutral parent entries. Current practice for birth certificate registration limits
entries to a birth mother and father. This creates a situation where same-sex couples
are forced to limit entry to just one parent, or to inaccurately place one partner's name in
the "mother" or "father" field. This exclusionary practice places additional stress on
couples experiencing the birth of a child. Additionally, parentage is only officially
recognized by the state when an individual is listed on a birth certificate; if a couple is
forced to omit or misrepresent a partner, it may create discriminatory legal challenges in
the future when parental decisions are required. AB 1951 would rectify this problem by
replacing "Birth Mother and Father" entries with a line that provides each parent the
option to choose between "Father, Mother or Parent."
There are currently more than 15,000 same-sex couples with children and 126,000
same-sex households in California as reported in the 201O Census.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
None
CONTACT:
Councilmember Susan Wengraf Council District 6

510-981-7160

Attachments:
1. Resolution
2. AB 1951 Text

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7160 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7166
E-Mail: swengraf@cityofberkeley.info

RESOLUTION NO. ##,### N.S.
SUPPORT AB 1951 TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH TO
MODIFY BIRTH CERTIFICATES TO RECOGNIZE SAME-SEX COUPLES
WHEREAS, AB 1951 would require the State Registrar and the Department of Public
Health to modify the certificate of live birth to contain one line that reads
Father/Mother/Parent 1 and another line that reads Father/Mother/Parent2; and
WHEREAS, the current practice allows for only a “Birth Mother” and “Birth Father” to be
recorded on a certificate of live birth; and
WHEREAS, this form excludes same-sex parents and forces them to omit the name of
a partner or misrepresent a partner on a certificate of live birth; and
WHEREAS, AB 1951 would allow same-sex couples to accurately record their legal
family when birthing a child; and
WHEREAS, the City of Berkeley has a long history of supporting the rights of same-sex
couples.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the
Council hereby supports AB 1951 to require the Department of Public Health to modify
birth certificates to reflect the legal status of same-sex parent families.

