15. Solano Avenue Business | mprovement District

b. Communications
1. Susan Boat, Scissors and Comb
2. EdForcum, Rosebud Gallery
3. Anni Ayers, Anni Ayers Forcum Gdlery
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November 1, 2004
RE: Business Improvement District on Solano Avenue

Dear Ms. Kelly:

I am writing to vote against the continuation of the business improvement district
on Solano Ave. Please count this as a "no" vote.

As I wrote in December 2003, it is hard to see a need for a BID in this area. I feel
I have been made to join the Solano Ave. Association against my will and at a higher rate
than other businesses. My business has not benefited in any way from the BID in this
past year.

I might feel differently had garbage receptacles appeared and panhandling
diminished. Since opening my business a year ago after 12 years in Albany, these are the
complaints T hear from my clients.

My business is conducted by appointment and my clients are by referral. 1am at
the back of an alley, not even on the Avenue. I work alone and I am charged the same
amount ($175) as salons on the Avenue with 6 or more employees or renters. I asked for
an adjustment and was denied.

Perhaps most of the BID revenue goes toward the Stroll. It is certainly a fun
event and draws a huge number of people, but it is not something the helps my business.

I only heard of this upcoming vote through word of mouth. Are all businesses to
be informed of this vote?

Thank you,

f’

Susan Boat
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