Peace and Justice Commission

ACTION CALENDAR
October 25, 2005

To: Honorable Mayor and
Members of the City Council
From: Peace and Justice Commission
Submitted by:  Steve Freedkin, Chair, Peace and Justice Commission
Subject: Bevatron Preservation

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt a Resolution recommending that the City Council request: 1) the Department of Energy,
the Lawrence Berkdey Nationa Laboratory and ther managing agency, the Universty of
Cdifornia, to continue with ther origind plan to preserve the Bevatron Fecility as a place of
merit on the Nationd Regider of Higoric Places for the benefit of future interested individuds
and students of science, history and architecture; and 2) that the $85 million budgeted for the
demolition of the Bevatron be primarily redirected to the decontamination of toxic underground
plumes a Lawrence Berkeley Nationd Laboratory as promised with enough spared to complete
the conversion of the accelerator facility for safe public access.

BACKGROUND

The Bevatron, a huge nuclear accderator gpparaius and the didtinctive building that houses it,
were congructed in 1954 a a huge cost to taxpayers. The facility should be saved from the
wrecking bal and preserved for the benefit of future science students and historians.  Preserving
the world famous Bevatron dso protects Berkeley citizens from numerous avenues of exposure
to large amounts of radioactive and hazardous substances that will be released into the ar and
creeksif demolished.

Lawrence Berkeley Nationd Laboratory (LBNL) requested and received in 1995 an digibility
gatus to the Nationd Register of Higtoric Places. Four physicists were awarded Nobd Prizes for
ther work a the facility, which was continuoudy upgraded so as to continue contributing
vauable research to medicing, cosmic ray experiments, and radiation thergpy for cancer
treatment. Experiments ceased at the Bevatron in 1993.

The Bevatron's experiment process utilized numerous hazardous substances such as mercury,
asbestos, lead, and others. The actud operation of the accelerator induced radioactive eements

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 Tdl: 510.981.5110 TDD: 510.981.6903 Fax: 510.981.5130
E-mail: MHector@ci.berkeley.ca.us




Bevatron Preservation ACTION CALENDAR
October 25, 2005

of many types deep indde the wals and shieding blocks. Mog of these hazardous eements
would remain reatively harmless undisurbed insde the sructure which would be in accordance
with the new “decay in place’ philosophy advocated by leading environmenta organizations.

Extengve sudy of the geology and hydrology of LBNL and the Bevatron gSte itsdf has shown an
extensve web of interconnecting feeds into dl the mgor creeks in Berkdey. Demalishing a
project of this sze with the redlease of this amount of toxic and radioactive substances demands
serious study and public consderation as many of the affected creeks are now day lighted and
openly flow through public and resdentia aress.

The LBNL fadlity, induding the Bevatron gte, is laced with underground plumes of many types
of hazardous and radioactive substances which the Depatment of Energy and Laboratory
officids have promised to clean up as ®on as funding can be secured. Some of these plumes are
dready leaching into Berkdey's creeks and are threatening the sub-surface water systems, which
are the emergency resarve water for Berkdey inhabitants in the event of a loss of supply from
our prime sources. The more these plumes spread the more costly they will be to clean up.

LBNL has acknowledged that with dl the recent and current construction underway, there is no
replacement project planned for the Bevatron ste. It is disngenuous for Lab officids to dday
promised toxic plume cleanups for lack of funding and then spend $85 million on a low priority
and dangerous demoalition of a facility of higoric and architecturd interest to many. LBNL must
think so dso as they included the Bevatron’s design on their logo.

M/SIC (McDonald, sorgen) adopt a Resolution (ATTACHMENT A) recommending that the
City Council requests tha the Depatment of Energy, the Lawrence Berkdley Nationd
Laboratory and their managing agency, the University of Cdifornia, continue with ther origind
plan to preserve the Bevatron Facility as a place of merit on the Nationa Register of Higtoric
Places for the benefit of future interested individuds and dudents of science, history, and
arcchitecture.  Further that the City Council request that the $85 million budgeted for the
demoalition of the Bevatron be mosly redirected to the decontamination of toxic underground
plumes a LBNL as promised with enough spared to complete the converson of the accelerator
fadlity for safe public access. Ayes: Bdtran, Bohn, Brody, Cohen, Kashner, Litman, McDonald,
Seaton, Sherman, sorgen, Wagley, Weddle, Winkeman; Noes:. Wornick; Abgain: Freedkin,
Wornick; Absent: None.

Commissoners Freedkin and Wornick abstained from the vote because, while they persondly
support the resolution, as written it does not address justice or peace issues as defined in the
ordinance that created the Peace and Justice Commisson and therefore not within the purview of
this Commisson.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None.

CITY MANAGER
The City Manager takes no podtion on the content and recommendations of the Commisson’s
Report.




RESOLUTION NO. -N.S.

PRESERVING THE BEVATRON FACILITY ASA PLACE OF MERIT ON THE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

WHEREAS, it is the function of the Peace and Jusice Commisson to help cresie citizen
awvareness aound issues of socid judsice and deveop educationa programs for the
implementation of the Council (BMC 3.68.070. B), and the Nuclear Free Berkdley Act, BMC
Section 12.90.80 E dates “The City of Berkdey...shadl assst and promote educationd activities
including but not limited to curricullum in al public schools and adult education programs, to
advance public awareness and understanding of work for nuclear wegpons and related matters as
addressed inthisAct”; and

WHEREAS, the Bevaron, an accderator built in 1954 a Lawrence Berkdey Nationd
Laboratory (LBNL), played a criticd role in the nation's scientific research efforts which
resulted in four Nobe prizes and has hisoric and educetiond vaue for people involved in
science, history and architecture; and

WHEREAS, the complex and unique mechinery that remains represents the magority of the
accelerator, is accessble, in good condition and would be an excelent teaching ad and field trip
for students of science, physics, etc.; and

WHEREAS, the large circular dtructure with a conica roof that houses the Bevatron is dso
unique and worthy of preservetion; and

WHEREAS, the many years of accderator activity resulted in sgnificant amounts of radioactive
materials deep indde the walls, ground and sructurd eements and these together with many
hazardous and toxic substances aso buried in the sructure would be released during
decongruction and hauling and would best be handlied by being alowed to decay in place as
recommended by |eading environmenta experts, and

WHEREAS, toxics, especidly radioactive materids, are very hard to dispose of and this
dispogition will impact yet another community in addition to our own; and

WHEREAS, in 1995, LBNL requested and received digibility status on the Nationa Register of
Higoric Places for the Bevaron facility from the Office of Hidoric Presarvation, State of
Cdifornia, and

WHEREAS, the complex geology and hydrology of the Bevatron dte require a comprehensve
and public andyds of the impact of the demdlition upon Berkdey's creeks air, soil, and
emergency water sysems, and

WHEREAS, LBNL has promised to clean up other hazardous and radioactive plumes on its sSte
when funding was available; and



WHEREAS, the Depatment of Energy has budgeted $85 million for demolishing the Bevatron
even though there is no need or plans for a replacement project.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, tha the Council of the City of Berkdey requests that
the Depatment of Energy, the Lawrence Berkdley Nationd Laboratory and ther managing
agency, the Univerdty of Cdifornia, continue with their origind plan to preserve the Bevatron
Fecility as a place of merit on the National Register of Historic Places for the benefit of future
interested individuas and students of science, history and architecture.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Berkdey requests that the $85
million budgeted for the demalition of the Bevatron be mostly redirected to the decontamination
of toxic underground plumes a LBNL as promised with enough spared to complete the
conversion of the accelerator facility for safe public access.



