
 
 

 
 
 
 

2180 Milvia Street,  Berkeley,  CA  94704    

ACTION CALENDAR 
                                                                                                        November 15, 2005  
  
To:  Honorable Mayor and  
 Members of the City Council 
   
From:  Councilmember Laurie Capitelli  
  Councilmember Darryl Moore 
  Councilmember Max Anderson 
  Councilmember Linda Maio  
  
Subject:           Wireless Internet for the City of Berkeley 
  
   
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Request the City Manger have staff research the possibilities and requirements for a 
Berkeley citywide wireless internet system, prepare a report and present it to the City 
Council by March 2006. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Unknown staff time to research and write report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of San Francisco has recently advertised for and accepted proposals for creating 
a citywide wireless internet system.  (See attached SF Chronicle article.)  Their goal is to 
provide internet capability for all residents either for free or for a very low cost. 
 
This would be a prime opportunity for the City of Berkeley to do the same.  Berkeley 
shares with San Francisco the same issues of equity and access to technology that free or 
low cost internet would begin to address.  Our unique position in the Bay Area – 
culturally, socially and physically – our modest size and our proximity to the University, 
should make ours an attractive project.  
 
If, after the staff report the City Council is interested in pursuing the project, Council can 
then direct staff to move forward with a Request for Proposal. 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
 
Councilmember Max Anderson,  District 3  981-7130 
Councilmember Darryl Moore, District 2  981-7120 
Councilmember Laurie Capitelli, District 5   981-7150 
Councilmember Linda Maio, District 1  981-7110 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
“Google Offers S.F. Wi-Fi – for free.” San Francisco Chronicle.  October 1, 2005 










