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Peace and Justice Commission 
         ACTION CALENDAR 
         November 15, 2005 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and 
       Members of the City Council 

From:  Peace and Justice Commission 

Submitted by: Steve Freedkin, Chair, Peace and Justice Commission 

Subject: Cities Against the Death Penalty 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the City Council vote to join 'Cities Against the Death Penalty'; to decorate a monument, 
building, or other site to be determined by the City Manager's Office and the Mayor's Office to 
symbolize its support, from November 28 to November 30, 2005; to designate the Peace and 
Justice Commission as the 'reference' for the initiatives of the World Campaign as indicated in 
the bullet points from 'Cities Against the Death Penalty'; and to pursue any other points on that 
bullet list it considers appropriate. 
 

BACKGROUND 
The death penalty is the ultimate, irreversible denial of human rights.  Since 1977, more than 900 
people have been executed in the United States, and there are currently around 3,500 men and 
women on death row across the country.  Grassroots activists throughout the country have played 
an essential role in advocating against this human-rights violation through monitoring cases, 
mobilizing around executions and other events, and lobbying for anti-death penalty legislation. 
 
Cities participating in the world campaign against the death penalty are encouraged to light and 
decorate a selected monument, building or alternate place that symbolically represents the city, 
from the 28th to the 30th of November.  Cities are also encouraged to light the chosen landmark 
on other occasions that are meaningful to the defense of life. 
 
At its regular meeting on September 12, 2005, the Peace and Justice Commission discussed the 
issue of the death penalty.  After discussion of the item, the Commission passed the following 
motion: 
 
M/S/C (Freedkin, Brody) that the Peace and Justice Commission recommends that the City 
Council vote to join 'Cities Against the Death Penalty'; to decorate a monument, building, or 
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other site to symbolize its support from November 28 to November 30, 2005 to be determined by 
the City Manager's Office and the Mayor's Office; designate the Peace and Justice Commission 
as the 'reference' for the initiatives of the World Campaign as indicated in the bullet points from 
'Cities Against the Death Penalty'; and pursue any other points on that bullet list it considers 
appropriate.  Ayes: Beltran, Bohn, Brody, Cohen, Freedkin, Kashner, Litman, McDonald, 
Seaton, sorgen, Wagley, Weddle, Winkelman; Noes: Wornick; Abstain: Sherman; Absent: 
None. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The cost of this measure would be the costs of any actions the City Manager and the Mayor 
decide to take pursuant to this resolution. 
 

CITY MANAGER 
The City Manager takes no position on the content and recommendations of the Commission’s 
Report. 
 

CONTACT PERSON 
Manuel Hector, Commission Secretary, 981-5110 
 

Attachments: 
1: Letter to Mayor Bates from the Community of Sant’Egidio 
2: “Cities for Life – Cities against the death penalty” 










