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ACTION CALENDAR 
November 15, 2005 

To: Honorable Mayor and 
Members of the City Council 

From: Phil Kamlarz, City Manager 

Submitted by:  Claudette Ford, Acting Director, Public Works 

Subject: Recommendations on Caldecott Tunnel EIR 

RECOMMENDATION 
Support the technical recommendations of the Transportation Commission regarding the scope 
of study of the Caldecott Tunnel Fourth Bore EIR (September 15, 2005 Transportation 
Commission recommendations 2 to 5, inclusive) and refer the issue of staff review of the draft 
EIR to the City Manager. 

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
Cost of hiring a consultant to assist Public Works Transportation staff if it is determined that one 
is needed. The scope of work cannot be determined until the draft Environmental Impact Report 
is circulated, and the range and depth of issues determined.  Staff estimates that the cost of the 
consulting work could range from $20,000 to $50,000. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
The current situation is described in the companion Transportation Commission report entitled 
Comments on Scope of Environmental Impact Report on Caldecott Tunnel 4th Bore Project. 

BACKGROUND 
In addition to the background information provided in the companion Transportation 
Commission report, the attached letter from the City Manager to the Alameda County 
Congestion Management Agency, dated July 22, 2002 (Attachment 1), lists the previous action 
taken by the City of Berkeley to formally express its opposition to the Caldecott Tunnel Fourth 
Bore. 

Even though the City formally opposes the fourth bore project, the State is proceeding with the 
EIR and funding for this project is being amassed.  Therefore, the City could request more 
attention be directed to local impacts upon Berkeley streets, and upon transit service, during this 
EIR, as suggested by the Transportation Commission. 

The evaluation of draft EIRs is a staff responsibility and work priorities for Transportation staff 
are normally shifted, temporarily, to allow for staff time to study and respond to such fluctuating 
demands and priorities.  It is important for the Council and the community at large to recognize 
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the need to diminish expectations of staff in other tasks when these temporary demands take 
over. 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
There may be regional funding available to local communities to fund traffic mitigations related 
to the impacts of the Caldecott Tunnel Fourth Bore.   In order to identify the impacts and 
potential mitigations, more detailed study is required in Berkeley by Caltrans on numerous 
streets in Berkeley.  The Transportation Commission and City staff are of the opinion that 
Caltrans is not giving appropriate consideration to local impacts at this stage of the 
Environmental Impact Study (EIS). 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
The City could refuse to acknowledge the EIS, based on its formal objection to the fourth bore 
project in the past.  However, it is prudent to try to influence the EIS in the direction which the 
City needs, and then comment on the draft EIR when it is released. 

The City can re-evaluate its legal options, if necessary, after review of the draft EIR. 

CONTACT PERSON 
Peter Hillier, Assistant Director, Public Works Department, 981-7010. 

Attachment:  
1: 7/22/02 City Manager letter to the Alameda County Congestion Management Agency 
 
 








