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ACTION CALENDAR 
December 6, 2005 

To: Honorable Mayor and 
Members of the City Council 

From: Parks & Recreation Commission 

Submitted by:  Yolanda Huang, Chair, Parks & Recreation Commission 

Subject: Derby Street Athletic Field 

RECOMMENDATION 
Adopt a Resolution endorsing the Berkeley Unified School District’s request to work together to 
close Derby Street between Martin Luther King Jr. Way and Milvia Street in order to create a 
multipurpose athletic field, including a regulation baseball diamond. 

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
Berkeley Unified School District (BUSD) is the property owner and as such would bear the cost 
of converting the street to an athletic field.  It would only be at the discretion of the City to apply 
for grants or otherwise agree to any funding for this project. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
On October 24, 2005, the Parks & Recreation Commission approved endorsing BUSD’s request 
to work together to close Derby Street to create a multipurpose athletic field.  Ayes: Chavez, 
Huang, Porter, Price, Gurdziel, Becker, Barrantes. Abstain: Amosslee 

At the October 24 meeting, several members of the public spoke during public comment in 
support of creating a multipurpose athletic field and regulation baseball diamond on Derby 
Street. 

Speakers relayed the need for additional athletic fields throughout the city, the severely 
overcrowded conditions at San Pablo Park, and the overall lack of open space in the South and 
West Berkeley neighborhoods.  The need to create an opportunity for the local neighborhood 
children to use the park was emphasized, as well as the need to keep “at risk” children off the 
street by enabling their participation through increased availability of the park. 

Kristin Glenchur, Athletic Director at Berkeley High School accounts her experiences “bidding 
for the use of San Pablo Park, Grove Park, and Lower Martin Luther King fields for high school 
baseball, softball, and lacrosse programs.” (See Attachment 2). 

 



Derby Street Athletic Field ACTION CALENDAR 
 December 6, 2005  

Page 2 

By creating a field large enough to provide a regulation baseball diamond, BUSD will free up 
recreational space at San Pablo Park for neighborhood use.   BUSD has also agreed to provide 
for the existing Farmer’s Market with an even larger space than they currently utilize.  

In terms of its own mission, the Commission also particularly appreciates the conversion of 
asphalt roadways into recreational facilities in an environmentally appropriate and community-
based process.  

BACKGROUND 
A survey done by the Association of Sport Field Users (ASFU) in 1992 found that organizations 
are turning away participants due to the limited number of fields available. BUSD is a major user 
of City fields, both in time and space. BUSD also supplies field access, but the use of the fields 
at San Pablo Park by Longfellow Middle School and Berkeley High School precludes use by 
City Recreation Programs, Little League and other Youth Baseball Programs. 

In 1996, staff conducted a user need survey. The survey determined the need for eleven 
additional multi-purpose sports fields to accommodate the number of users.  The analysis also 
projected that four more fields would be required by 2000 to accommodate the increased number 
of users. Also in 1996, City Council made several recommendations to help alleviate demands 
for playing fields, including working with BUSD to explore the possibility of using Derby Street 
as a possible playing field location.  

In 2003, Council authorized the City Manager to write a letter to BUSD requesting they evaluate 
funding sources for development of playing fields. 

The policies of the Open Space and Recreation Element of the General Plan call for creating new 
open space and recreational resources throughout Berkeley, maximizing joint City/BUSD use of 
and planning for recreational facilities, identifying and prioritizing open space expansion 
opportunities in neighborhoods that are underserved, and increasing the supply of playing fields 
for youth sports. 

Please refer to Attachment 3 for background details. 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
The General Plan has defined expanding open space and recreational resources as an objective. 
A multipurpose athletic field on Derby Street would serve to alleviate the increased demand for 
playing fields and create an additional recreation opportunity for youth in South and West 
Berkeley by freeing San Pablo Park for neighborhood use. 

CONTACT PERSON 
Virginia Aiello, Secretary, Parks & Recreation Commission, 981-5158 
 
Attachments:  
1: Resolution  
2: Letter from Kristin Glenchur, Athletic Director, Berkeley High School 
3. Additional Sports Fields: City Council Summary & Council Reports, January 14, 2003 
 
 



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S. 
 

DERBY STREET ATHLETIC FIELD 
 
WHEREAS, the General Plan has defined open space and recreational resources as an objective 
and a multipurpose athletic field and baseball diamond and Derby Street is one of the few 
locations within Berkeley that can serve this purpose; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Berkeley Unified School District (BUSD) has requested that the City of 
Berkeley work with them to close Derby Street between Milvia and Martin Luther King, in order 
to accommodate a multi-purpose athletic field, including a regulation baseball diamond and 
designated space for the Farmer’s Market; and 
 
WHEREAS, the use of San Pablo Park by BUSD athletic teams precludes the use of these City 
facilities for neighborhood youth and City Recreation Programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the conversion of automobile-based infrastructure into recreational facilities in an 
environmentally appropriate and community based process is a model for forward-looking urban 
development in keeping with the mission of the Parks & Recreation Commission. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Berkeley endorses the 
Berkeley Unified School District’s request to work together to close Derby Street between 
Martin Luther King Jr. Way and Milvia Street in order to create a multipurpose athletic field, 
including a regulation baseball diamond.  




















































