
 
Office of the Mayor 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7100 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7199 
E-Mail: mayor@ci.berkeley.ca.us   Website: http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/mayor 

        CONSENT CALENDAR 
            November 14, 2006 
 
To:  Members of the City Council 
 
From:  Mayor Tom Bates   
  Council Member Dona Spring 
 
Subject: Small-Scale Electric Vehicle Dealerships 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
That the City Council direct the Planning Commission to amend the CSA zoning on South 
Shattuck Avenue to permit small-scale electric vehicle dealerships. 
 
BACKGROUND:   
The City has received inquiries from companies interested in retailing the next generation of 
electric vehicles in Berkeley, particularly for small dealership locations on Shattuck Avenue.  
Current city zoning law prohibits any new car dealerships in the area, although there are a 
number of existing dealerships (Toyota, Honda, Volvo, Nissan) that pre-date those land use 
restrictions.  
 
Berkeley would be a natural hub for electric vehicle sales.  In addition to our long track record of 
environmental leadership and our growing green economy, other sellers of efficient cars have 
succeeded here. For example, for several years Toyota of Berkeley sold more Prius hybrid cars 
than any other dealership in North America.  In addition to those benefits, new vehicle sales are a 
major tax generator for the City and do not have the negative emission and car repair impacts of 
traditional dealerships. 
 
This item would direct the Planning Commission to examine making an amendment to our 
current South Shattuck Avenue (CSA) zoning rules that would allow smaller scale new electric 
vehicle dealerships, with appropriate restrictions. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS:  Staff and Commission time to make the change.  Possible significant 
increases in revenue if dealerships locate in Berkeley. 
 
CONTACT PERSON:  Mayor Tom Bates, 981-7100.             
 
ATTACHMENTS: Email from Christopher Zuber. 
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