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        CONSENT CALENDAR 
            April 24, 2007 
 
To:  Members of the City Council 
 
From:  Mayor Tom Bates   
 
Subject: Compostable Bag Ordinance Referral: Zero Waste Commission 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
That the City Council refer San Francisco’s new ordinance requiring compostable, recyclable 
paper or reusable bags to the Zero Waste Commission for analysis and recommendations for a 
possible City of Berkeley ordinance. 
 
BACKGROUND:   
San Francisco passed a landmark ordinance banning the use of traditional plastic bags at grocery 
stores and chain drugstores.  Under the new law, these stores would be required to use 
compostable, recyclable paper, or reusable bags in their place. This new law has received 
considerable attention across the nation.   
 
This may be a valuable tool in Berkeley’s effort to meet our waste reduction goals, especially 
once Berkeley’s food waste program begins operating later this year.  It may also benefit our 
greenhouse gas reduction efforts under Measure G. 
 
This item refers the San Francisco ordinance to the Zero Waste Commission for review and 
analysis for possible implementation in Berkeley. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS:  None.   
 
CONTACT PERSON:  Mayor Tom Bates, 981-7100.             
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. San Francisco Ordinance: 
http://www.sfenvironment.com/compost_bag2-14-07.doc 
 
2. Article from the San Francisco Chronicle: 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2007/03/28/MNGDROT5QN1.DTL 
 
 




















