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CONSENT CALENDAR 
                                                                                                        May 22, 2007  
 To:   Honorable Mayor Bates 

Members of the City Council 
   
From:  Councilmember Laurie Capitelli  
   
Subject:           Supporting SB 1019; Public Hearing Process In Citizen Police Review 

Proceedings 
    
RECOMMENDATION 
Request the City Manger send a letter to our State Senator, Don Perata, and to Senator 
Gloria Ramirez, bill author, on behalf of the City Council, expressing support for SB 
1019, proposed legislation that would allow civilian review boards and oversight 
agencies that operate outside of a police department to hold public hearings regarding 
complaints about police misconduct. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Staff time to write letter. 
 
BACKGROUND 
At their March 27, 2007 meeting, the City Council unanimously voted to support and 
send a letter regarding AB 1648, legislation that would restore the opening hearings 
process in certain citizen police review proceedings, as were held in Berkeley under the 
Police Review Commission.  (See attached Council agenda item from 3/27/07 for 
Background information.).  Senate Bill 1019 is a similar proposal.  Introduced by Senator 
Gloria Romero from Los Angeles, it has already passed the Senate’s Public Safety 
Committee.  It is expected to be approved by the Senate before the Assembly version, AB 
1648, makes it out of committee. 
 
The Senate analysis of the bill can be found at:  
http://info.sen.ca.gov/pub/07-08/bill/sen/sb_1001-
1050/sb_1019_cfa_20070416_152032_sen_comm.html 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
Councilmember Laurie Capitelli, District 5   981-7150 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. City Council Agenda Item #14, March 27, 2007; “Supporting AB 1648” 
2. Draft Revision of Section 832 of the California Penal Code. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
                                                                                                        March 27, 2007  
  
To:  Honorable Mayor and  
 Members of the City Council 
   
From:  Councilmember Laurie Capitelli  
   
Subject:           SUPPORTING AB 1648; OPEN HEARING PROCESS IN CITIZEN 

POLICE REVIEW PROCEEDINGS 
  
   
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Request the City Manger send a letter to our Assemblymember, on behalf of the City 
Council, expressing support for AB 1648: proposed legislation that would allow civilian 
review boards and oversight agencies that operate outside of a police department to hold 
public hearings regarding complaints about police misconduct. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Staff time to write letter. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As a result of the recent California Supreme Court decision in Copley Press v. Superior 
Court, California law now prohibits the public from learning about police officers who 
have been disciplined because of misconduct. Hearings and records that were previously 
public have now been closed.  In Berkeley, under this decision, the Police Review 
Commission may no longer hold hearings open to the public, nor can their records and 
findings be made available to the public. 
 
Unlike all other public employees, the public is prevented by state law from learning 
about serious police misconduct and any discipline that came as a result of misconduct. 
This prevents the public from learning about the extent to which problems exist within 
the police department, but also from learning about how management addresses 
misconduct when it occurs.  
 
A lack of transparency and openness makes it more difficult for police agencies to foster 
trust in the community and ultimately damages police-community relations.  
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Assemblymember Mark Leno has proposed legislation in Sacramento that would 
overturn the Court's decision in the Copley case, and restore the opening hearings process 
in certain citizen police review proceedings, as are held in Berkeley.  AB 1648 provides 
greater access to information in the following ways: 
 

• Allows civilian review boards and oversight agencies that operate outside of a 
police department to hold public hearings regarding complaints about police 
misconduct, as they were able to do before Copley Press. 
 
• Provides that basic information about sustained police disciplinary cases 
including the name and badge of the officer, a summary of the facts, and the 
disciplinary outcome shall not be confidential. 
 
• For cases that have not been sustained but where another governmental agency 
(i.e. a police commission, civilian review board, independent auditor, etc) has 
found misconduct or a violation of policy, allows the police chief to release 
internal documents supporting the department’s conclusion. 
 
• Provides that these records may be obtained under the California Public Records 
Act. 

 
This bill is currently supported by the California Newspaper Publishers Association, the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California, the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Southern California, and People United for a Better Oakland (PUEBLO). 
 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
 
Councilmember Laurie Capitelli, District 5   981-7150 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Draft Revision of Section 832 of the California Penal Code. 
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