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CONSENT CALENDAR 
September 11, 2007 

To: Honorable Mayor and 
Members of the City Council 

From: Board of Library Trustees 

Submitted by:  Donna Corbeil, Director of Library Services 

Subject: Board of Library Trustees Appointment:  Carolyn Henry Golphin 

RECOMMENDATION 
Appoint Carolyn Henry Golphin to the Board of Library Trustees (“BOLT”) for a term of 
four years beginning October 1, 2007. 

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
This report has no fiscal impacts. 

BACKGROUND 
Trustee Laura Anderson’s second term ends on October 1, 2007. During a Special 
Meeting of the BOLT on May 9, 2007, the BOLT instructed staff to begin solicitation of 
applications for the upcoming vacancy. On June 19, 2007 the BOLT held an open 
house to promote the vacancy and to answer questions from interested parties.  

The City Clerk’s Office of the City of Berkeley received seven applications from 
interested candidates, all of which were interviewed at Special Meetings on either July 
18 or August 1, 2007. On August 1, 2007 the BOLT discussed the selection of their 
recommended candidate in open meeting. The BOLT Resolution No. R07-75 
recommends Ms. Henry Golphin for appointment.      

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
During the discussion at the August 1, 2007 special meeting, BOLT decided to 
recommend Carolyn Henry Golphin because of her superior qualifications in several 
relevant areas related to the criteria outlined by the Ad Hoc Committee’s work earlier 
this year and voted by BOLT at its May 9, 2007 meeting. Some of the qualifications that 
led to this decision are: 
 

• She has been a long-term resident and is knowledgeable about Berkeley with 
over 18 years in the community. 

• She lives in the south Berkeley area, which provides geographic diversity to 
BOLT and representation for this part of the city’s population.  
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• She provides continued diversity on the Board, represents the African-American 
community, and is a long-term, member of St. Paul AME Church serving in a 
leadership capacity. 

• She has extensive experience and leadership in Berkeley on a number of Boards 
and Commissions, including the Food and Housing Project, the Chancellor’s 
Community Partnership Fund, the Berkeley Alliance, and the Chamber of 
Commerce. Her involvement will allow her to bring relevant library issues and 
collaborative contributions to these groups. 

• She has knowledge and experience with the libraries in Berkeley, and with key 
issues of concern to the Library such as staffing, finance and planning. She can 
bring her business background to BOLT for valuable expertise in weighing policy 
decisions. 

 
CONTACT PERSON 
Donna Corbeil, Director, Library Services, 981-6195 
 
Attachments:  
1: Board of Library Trustees Resolution No. R07-75 
2: Copy of Carolyn Henry Golphin’s application for the Board of Library Trustees 












