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Berkeley City Council
CONSENT CALENDAR
September 11, 2007
To: Honorable Mayor and
Members of the City Council
From: Councilmember Laurie Capitelli
Councilmember Max Anderson
Councilmember Linda Maio
Councilmember Darryl Moore
Subject: Opposition to California State Initiative Proposal # 07-0032 -

Presidential Election Reform Act

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt a resolution opposing California State Initiative Proposal # 07-0032, “The
Presidential Election Reform Act,” and send correspondence to our neighboring

cities -- Albany, El Cerrito, Emeryville, Oakland, and Richmond -- informing them
of the proposed initiative and potential impacts if enacted.

BACKGROUND

In presidential elections, California currently assigns all of its electoral votes to
the winner of the state election. The “winner-take-all” format is the standard in all
but two states. This proposal would change California’s electoral assignment
proportionally: electors would be based upon the winner of each congressional
district, except for the two remaining who would be assigned to the state’s overall
winner.

The proposed ballot initiative was filed on July 17, 2007, with the Office of the
Attorney General by Thomas W. Hiltachk, whose law firm represents the
California Republican Party. If successful in the initiative process, it will be
included on the ballot for the June 2008, Primary Election.

DISCUSSION
There are two reasons why California citizens should oppose this proposal:

1. This would only be fair and reasonable if all other states went to a similar
proportional allocation. Otherwise California is relinquishing a sizable
chunk of electoral votes to the “losing party” in the state, with no
comparable allocation from the states where the “losing party” dominates.
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2. The winner-take-all format would actually be retained, but at the
congressional district level. These districts are, in many cases, already
gerrymandered to produce a particular partisan result. With results in
most districts a foregone conclusion there will be little incentive for
candidates to campaign statewide who will then likely target their
campaign efforts on only the few “battleground” districts.

This initiative is slated for consideration in the state’s June primary. Because the
presidential primary, arguably the more visible and engaging of the state’s spring
electoral contests, has been moved up to February, most expect the June
election to be overshadowed, anticipating a lower voter turnout.

Berkeley and its neighbors have an opportunity to go on record opposing this
initiative before it qualifies for the ballot. Because it would most likely not get
the scrutiny it deserves in a June primary, our efforts could prevent unanticipated
consequences in November.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None

CONTACT PERSON
Laurie Capitelli, City Council District5 981-7150
Max Anderson, City Council District 3  981-7130

Linda Maio, City Council District 1 981-7110
Daryl Moore, City Council District 2 981-7120
ATTACHMENTS

1. Resolution No. —N.S. : Opposing the California State Initiative proposal #07-
0032, “The Presidential Election Reform Act.”

2.“Request for Title and Summary for Proposed Initiative”, from the Californians
for Equal Representation
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RESOLUTION NO. -N.S.

OPPOSING THE CALIFORNIA STATE INITIATIVE PROPOSAL # 07-0032,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

“THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION REFORM ACT.”

the State of California currently assigns all of its presidential
electoral votes to the presidential candidate who wins the majority
of votes in California; and

all but two states in the nation also assign presidential electors
under a “winner-take-all” system; and

proportional allocation of electors would only be fair if instated
nationwide; and

assigning electors proportionally, based upon winners in each
congressional district, would lessen the clout of California as a
whole by narrowing candidates’ efforts to a few competitive
districts; and

“The Presidential Election Reform Act,” would amend California’s
system of assigning presidential electors from “winner-take-all” to
“partisan winners of each congressional district,” plus two more for
the state’s overall winner; and

if successful, the California State initiative proposal #07-0032, “The
Presidential Election Reform Act,” will be on the ballot for
California’s June 2008 primary, expected to be a low-turnout
election months after the state’s presidential primary in February.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Berkeley City Council does
hereby oppose the California State Initiative proposal #07-0032, “The
Presidential Election Reform Act” and encourages the citizens of Berkeley and
the State of California to refrain from petition to have it included on the ballot for
the June 2008 Primary Election.
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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS
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