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INFORMATION CALENDAR 
September 18, 2007 

 

To: Honorable Mayor and 
Members of the City Council 

From: Phil Kamlarz, City Manager 

Submitted by:  Dan Marks, Director, Planning and Development 

Subject: Interim Report:  Pacific Steel Casting, 1333 Second Street 

INTRODUCTION 
On March 13, 2007, the Council directed staff to determine what is needed to conduct a 
sampling program for heavy metals, schedule a public hearing, identify codes that could 
require reduced emissions from Pacific Steel Casting (PSC), and develop a toxic use 
reduction ordinance. 

Staff prepared a Council report for May 8, 2007 that provided costs for these tasks, 
however, it was pulled at the Agenda Review Committee pending receipt of the Health 
Risk Assessment (HRA) from PSC, which was expected in July.  The HRA is now 
undergoing reviews and revisions and is due to be released at the end of September. 
Please see the attached letter from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
(BAAQMD) addressed to Mayor Bates, dated August 30, 2007. 

In the interim, Global Community Monitor, a nonprofit environmental justice group, is 
conducting air monitoring for the community with money granted to them by the 
BAAQMD. The BAAQMD has provided technical assistance also. The most recent data 
was presented at the Community Environmental Advisory Commission meeting on 
September 6. The community has presented their findings showing nickel and 
manganese considerably higher than some EPA and international standards. The data 
was presented in some meetings and press coverage as a significant public health risk.   

Data released does indicate that higher than expected levels of manganese and nickel 
are present in West Berkeley, downwind from PSC. However, there has been 
insufficient review and no comparison to the larger study conducted by PSC under a 
BAAQMD enforcement order. We urge Council and the public to wait until the HRA is 
released and all available data is analyzed before drawing conclusions. 

This interim report provides further information on these issues and an update on 
actions taken regarding PSC. 
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CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
The data collected by the Global Community Monitor for the community shows higher 
than acceptable manganese and nickel in some areas of West Berkeley on occasions. 
The data also shows that lead was much lower than expected when compared to past 
sampling conducted by community members.   At this point, staff cannot conclude that 
the data is indicative of a public health threat.  A request has been made to receive all 
the raw data, which Staff needs to review and verify.   

It should be pointed out that the results taken by the community are compared to 
standards that are highly protective of the most sensitive population. The mere 
exceedence of these standards does not signify a public health threat. Such analysis is 
complex and requires toxicologists to analyze the impacts. In addition to the BAAQMD 
review, the City has asked the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment to 
help analyze the full data. Finally, the City will request a further independent review of 
the data by industry experts.  

Public policy should be made based on reliable and sufficient data. The combination of 
the HRA, which will be released within the next few weeks, and the community results 
will give state and City staff the information needed to understand potential health risks 
and to identify next steps. Staff is committed to protecting the public health and using 
the highest standards to do so. 

BACKGROUND 
PSC is the third largest foundry in the US and has a long history in West Berkeley. It 
also has a long history of violations. The most recent violations led to enforcement by 
BAAQMD resulting in: 

• A financial penalty of $150,000 

• A significant requirement for improving air quality by installing engineering 
controls 

• Provision of new measurements of emissions and a health risk analysis based 
on this information 

• Providing an odor control plan to curtail nuisance odors in future 

Actions taken to date: 

Work Plan:  A new project was developed and added to the Work Plan System, which 
reflects the deliverables requested by the Council on March 13.  Staff have nearly 
completed review of zoning files and can report the conclusions of this work within a 
month.  Funding is needed for most of the other tasks.   
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Health Risk Assessment:  The results of the HRA have not been received as of the 
writing of this report.  We anticipate reporting back to Council in October with 
information from the report and peer review by the City’s consultant. 

Notice of Violation:  The City received notification on April 2, 2007 of a Notice of 
Violation (NOV) received from the BAAQMD. The NOV indicates that there were more 
than five confirmed odor complaints on March 16, 2007.  Additional NOVs regarding 
odors from Plants 1 and 2 were issued on July 25, 2007 and are pending. 

Use Permit Conditions:  Monitoring of PSC will continue as required by the conditions of 
modified Use Permit No. 8957, approved by the Zoning Adjustments Board on May 11, 
2006.  A performance report to the Zoning Officer was provided and was forwarded to 
the Zoning Adjustments Board.  

Commission Action:  The Community Environmental Advisory Commission took the 
following actions at their April 5, 2007 meeting: 

• Thanked the Council for taking action on PSC 
• Requested that staff not delay the PSC report to Council 
• Requested that staff give an advance draft copy of legal costs to CEAC to review 

for purposes of getting alternative costs, if found to be unacceptable. 
• Requested information from staff regarding the measure of sufficient change in 

operational conditions to cause change of Use Permit. 
 
Planning Department staff provided Use Permit information to the CEAC at their 
September 6 meeting. 
 
POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION 
Review of HRA as soon as it is released. 

FISCAL IMPACTS OF POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION 
Funding is available for staff and peer review of the HRA.     

CONTACT PERSON 
Nabil Al-Hadithy, Manager – Toxics Management Division 

Attachments: 
1. August 30th Letter from BAAQMD to Mayor Bates 
 










