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        CONSENT CALENDAR 
            December 18, 2007 
 
To:  Members of the City Council 
 
From:  Mayor Tom Bates   
 
Subject: Mayor’s Office Funding for Berkeley Carbon Offset Study 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Authorize the payment of $500 from the Mayor’s discretionary budget to Kyoto USA/ 
Sequoia Foundation to help fund the hiring of a consultant to conduct a feasibility study 
on a local Berkeley carbon offset program. 
 
BACKGROUND:   
The City of Berkeley, its residents, and its non-profit stakeholders have initiated a 
comprehensive set of initiatives to implement Measure G. This effort, to reduce 
Berkeley’s carbon footprint dramatically, is resulting in a groundbreaking national model 
for local climate change action. 
 
Among the initiatives, the various stakeholders have considered creating a local carbon 
emissions offset credit program, in order to better connect the purchase of offset credits 
to local community benefits.  In this way, the process of reducing emissions through 
offset actions becomes a local, visible process, so that the purchaser of the credit can 
experience tangible outcomes of his/her purchase.  
 
This approach may also bring many additional benefits to the climate change equation, 
including additional funding streams for much-needed local investments in capital 
improvements to increase energy efficiency. The localization of the process will also 
demonstrate keeping Berkeley’s dollars in the local economy.  
 
In order to describe and test the local offset program, Kyoto USA and its partners have 
identified the need to prepare an economic analysis. This scope of work is to prepare a 
Market Analysis and Economic Benefits Study for the proposed Local Offset Credit 
Program. Essentially, this work will make the “business case” for implementing the 
program. 
 
The $500 in funding will be used to help cover costs of this analysis.  There are a 
number of other funders, including the University of California, Berkeley. 
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FISCAL IMPACTS:  $500 from the Mayor’s office budget.  No impact on the General 
Fund. 
 
CONTACT PERSON:  Mayor Tom Bates, 981-7100.             
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
1 Resolution 
2. Letters from BAE and Kyoto USA 
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RESOLUTION NO       AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF SURPLUS FUNDS 
FROM THE OFFICE EXPENSE ACCOUNTS OF THE MAYOR AND 

COUNCILMEMBERS FOR A GRANT TO PROVIDE PUBLIC SERVICES FOR A 
MUNICIPAL PUBLIC PURPOSE 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Tom Bates has surplus funds in his/her office expenditure account 

(budget code 010-0101-410-3015); and 

WHEREAS, a California non-profit tax exempt corporation “Sequoia Foundation” seeks 

funds in the amount of $5000.00 to fund a carbon offset feasibility study; and 

WHEREAS, the provision of such services fulfills the municipal public purpose of 

helping to develop a potential funding stream to implement Measure G. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 

City Manager is authorized to execute a contract with the Sequoia Foundation in the not 

to exceed amount of 500.00 to fund a portion of the Berkeley Carbon Offset Program 

feasibility study.   

 



 
















