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Office of the City Manager
"INFORMATION CALENDAR
November 27, 2007

To: Honorable Mayor and
Members of the City Council

From: Phil Kamlarz, City Manageﬂ%——%—_ﬁ/
yre—

Submitted by: Claudette Ford, Director, Public Works
Subject: Dredging in Aquatic Park

INTRODUCTION

On November 8, 2007 the City ceased operations on the subject project because it was
notified by the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) that proper procedures
were not followed to submit an application and a work plan to them for review and
approval in advance of the work. Among other things, the Board had also received
reports and complaints from citizens concerned about the environmental impacts on
Aquatic Park and its habitats. : S

The City immediately started an investigation into what went wrong in the City’s
administration of the project. The City's project manager stated that he had contacted all
three of the regulatory agencies with jurisdiction (the RWQCG, the Bay Conservation
and Development Commission, and the Corps of Engineers) and was told that a permit
was not needed due to the limited scope of the work. However, not only were those
contacts not properly documented, but an application and work plan still needed to be
submitted ahead of time. The City failed to do so before the contractor started work.

\

At the time that operations were suspended, the excavation work had been completed
at the site of the Strawberry Creek storm drain outfall. The City then had its contractor,
W. R. Forde, provide protection of the stockpiled spoils next to the lagoon. The next
step of starting the clearing of the tide tube inlets is on hold until the work plan has been
submitted to, and approved by, the RWQCB. It is expected that the plan will be
completed by November 21, 2007. The contractor will resume work according to the
specifications of the approved work plan.

Staff will be back for the Council meeting on December 18, 2007 with a full report on the
approved work plan, the final test results, and the ultimate disposal plan for the spoils.

" CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS

On November 5, 2007 the City's contractor commenced work on the subject project,
which included clearing sediment within a 50-foot radius of the tide tubes and the
Strawberry Storm Drain overflow outfall in Aquatic Park. On November 7, 2007, the
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City was informed that the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) had
received reports of apparent dredging operations with questions as to whether the City
had obtained permits for such work.

City staff met with the Board on November 8, 2007 and provided a full report of the
current operations, including information and photos of the present work. The City also
had the contractor immediately stop any further digging operations and concentrate on
consolidation and better protection for the stockpiled spoils (making the spoils area
water tight, berming to prevent drainage of the “decant” water back into the lagoon, and
covering the spoils area in anticipation of wet weather over the weekend).

BACKGROUND

The tide tubes and the storm drain overflow outfall require periodic clearing and
cleaning to ensure their proper functioning. If the tide tubes are allowed to silt up
excessively, tidal action is inhibited from cleansing the lagoon sufficiently. If the
Strawberry storm drain overflow is not cleaned and maintained, there is added chance
of flooding occurring in west Berkeley during heavy rains. Historically this maintenance
has been done approximately every fifteen years, the last time being in 1992. At that
time the spoils were allowed to be barged out and deposited near Alcatraz Island, but
this is no longer permitted. ‘

The ideal time for such work is during the dry weather of the summer months, and this
is when this project was originally scheduled. However, the project fell behind
schedule, and in Engineering’s quest to expedite the work before the rainy season, it
failed to follow advance procedures with the regulating agencies, as noted above.
Further, when the work actually started, Engineering did not inform the regulatory
agencies, the staff in the Parks, Recreation and Waterfront Department, nor the Public
Works Director. ,

Unfortunately, the prescribed protocol was not followed and the ultimate responsibility
for this incident resides with Engineering management. The Public Works Director will
work with the Manager of Engineering and appropriate staff to preclude further such
occurrences.

POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION

To move forward, Engineering staff is working with the contractor to prepare a work plan
for the balance of the work. As part of the work plan, the City has requested that Laurel
Marcus, the environmental consultant working on the Aquatic Park Improvement
Program, review and identify any additional measures that should be applied to the
spoils area and dredging location (Strawberry storm drain outfall).

A critical component will be a thorough testing program. The contractor is taking
samples of the sediment at the tide tubes area and samples of the spoils to determine
whether any contaminants are present and identify where the spoils can be disposed.

Page 2





