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Office of the Mayor

FACT SHEET
Berkeley City Council Rules Committee

Berkeley City Council meetings have been somewhat notorious for their length and lack of focus
on City priorities. Items often come before the Council before any staff research has been
conducted, costs analyzed, or citizen review permitted. In addition, important issuesthat are
ready for Council action are pushed late into the night or even held over for afuture meeting
because time is taken up discussng the meeting agenda and items that are not ready for a
decison. Citizens who come to comment on an issue may end up waiting for hours before their
item finaly comes before the Council.

What the Rules Committee Does:
Mayor Tom Bates, dong with six of his colleagues on the City Council, voted to create a
Council Rules Committee made up of the Mayor and two Council Members. The Committee —
which issmilar to those in other cities— will be reviewed in sx months and can be modified or
eiminated & any time by amgority vote of the Council.
The Council Rules Committee will meet eight days ahead of the regularly scheduled
Council meeting to review items submitted for the agenda.
The Committee will set the order of the agendato alow for maximum citizen input and
to leave adequate time for comment on issues that are controversial.
The committee will dso review items submitted by Council Membersto seeif areferrd
to a Commission, back to the author, or to City staff is warranted.
The Rules Committee can decide not to recommend an item for the Council agenda. If
the author disagrees with the Rules decison, they can have it placed on the Council
agendain a section for items not recommended by the Rules Committee.
Items submitted by Commissions and Boards are placed on the Council agenda without
review by the Rules Committee.

What the Rules Committee Does NOT do:
The Rules Committee was designed in close coordination with the City Attorney and City
Clerk to ensure it did not violate the City Charter or impede City operations.
The Rules Committee does not have the power to stop an item from appearing on the
Council agenda. If the author of the item disagrees with the Rules Committee
recommendation, they just ask that it be placed on the Council agenda anyway.
The Rules Committee does not set policy; it only makes recommendations to the Council
and helps organize the agenda.

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ? Tel: (510) 981-7100 ? TDD: (510) 981-6903 ? Fax: (510) 981-7199
E-Mail: mayor@ci.berkeley.caus Website: http://www.ci.berkeley.causgmayor



