Berkeley’s Recycling Program:
Recyclables

* Excerpted from the Ecology Center’s newsletter “Recycled Content” Fall 2005



Pick Up

The recycling crew picks up your
Recycling bins from the curb and
empties the contents into two separate
Compartments in the truck: one for
containers and one for fibers.

When they have finished their route, the
crew transports your materialsto the
Berkeley Recycling Yard, where they
are off-loaded into two processing
streams.



The fiber stream is sorted by hand
Into mixed paper, newspaper, and
cardboard on a specially designed
conveyor belt: It isthen compacted into

bales for shipment.

Sorting



The mixed paper is exported to
China, where it is made into
newspaper or boxboard, the material
from which shoe and cereal boxes are
made.

Cardboard is trucked to amill in
Washington, where it is made into new
cardboard. Sometimesit is exported to
Chinafor the same purpose.

Exporting Paper



Containers are sorted into commodities
(glass bottles, tin cans, aluminum cans,
and plastic narrow neck bottles) on a

partially mechanized conveyor system.

Tin is separated from aluminum by a
large magnet and an eddy current
separator. Plastic bottles are pulled off
the conveyor by hand, and the remaining
glass is hand-sorted into three color
categories.

Sorting



Tin cans are compacted into bales

and trucked to Schnitzer Stedl in
Oakland, where the metal is shredded
and shipped to a steel mill in Tacomafor
manufacture into various products.

Aluminum cans are compacted into
bales and shipped to Anheuser-Busch.

It isthen distributed to smelters, where it
IS manufactured into new aluminum
cans.

Exporting Cans



Color-sorted glassistrucked to a
“beneficiator” in San Leandro, where
it is cleaned of labels and impurities.

It isthen shipped to factoriesin San
Leandro, Oakland, and Lodi and made
into new bottles.

Exporting Glass



Narrow-neck plastic containers are
perforated mechanically and compacted
into PET (#1) and HDPE (#2) bales for
shipment.

Currently, HDPE bales are exported to
Chinato be made into benderboard
(flexible garden border) and other
products. PET bales are exported to
Chinato be made into carpet and other
products.

Exporting Plastic



