Kriss Worthington

Councilmember, City of Berkeley, District 7
2180 Milvia Street, 5" Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704
PHONE 510-981-7170 FAX 510-981-7177 kworthington@ci.berkeley.ca.us

CONSENT CALENDAR

July 13, 2010
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Councilmember Kriss Worthington
Councilmember Max Anderson
Councilmember Jesse Arreguin
Subject: Support U.S. Labor Against the War by Adopting a Resolution Condemning the war

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution, supporting U.S. Labor Against the War in their effort to end the Wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan by increasing pressure from local and state governments on Congress.

BACKGROUND

U.S. Labor Against the War (USLAW) has proposed a campaign to “mobilize public bodies, elected
officials, civil society and social movement organizations,” demanding Congress to take more action
against the war by making significant changes in priorities towards “social programs and public
services,” and restoring new jobs and fighting the “fiscal crisis that now afflicts nearly every state,
county and city government in the country.”

According to USLAW'’s proposal, the anti-war movement has made significant efforts to encourage
members of Congress to cut and reduce funding for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. USLAW claims
that “Although we have succeeded in increasing the level of opposition in Congress, those efforts have
not been able to achieve critical mass.”

In forming a campaign to mobilize local and state governments, USLAW is determined that the voices
of “elected officials and public bodies” will provide a more significant pressure on Congress to rethink
the direction of foreign policy and the utilization of limited resources.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None.

CONTACT PERSON

Councilmember Kriss Worthington 510-981-7170
Councilmember Max Anderson 510-981-7130
Councilmember Jesse Arreguin 510-981-7140
Mason N. Heller 510-981-7170
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RESOLUTION

REAL NATIONAL SECURITY REQUIRES
A CHANGE IN NATIONAL PRIORITIES

WHEREAS, our nation, state and community face the most severe economic crisis since
the Great Depression; and

WHEREAS, 58 cents of every tax dollar spent by the Federal Government on discretionary
appropriations pays for past, present and future wars and military operations; and

WHEREAS, interest payments on the military portion of the national debt alone consumed
$30.25 billion in 2009; and

WHEREAS, for every $1 billion spent on the military 11,600 jobs are created, while for the
same billion dollars in consumption derived from tax cuts creates 14,800 job; investments in
clean energy create 17,100 jobs; funding health care creates 19,600 jobs; and spending on
education creates 29,100 jobs; and

WHEREAS, the Pentagon budget was $297 billion when President Clinton left office, and
the proposed 2011 fiscal year Pentagon budget is $708 billion — more than double — and
military spending by other agencies raises that total to more than $1 trillion; and

WHEREAS, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have already cost in excess of $1 trillion and
the priceless lives of nearly 5500 U.S. troops, wounding more than 100,000 others, and by
some estimates more than a million civilian casualties, and when future medical treatment
for injured veterans, replacement of equipment and armament, interest payments on the
military portion of the debt, and other residual costs are factored in, by 2017 total
expenditures are projected to run between $3 and $5 trillion; and

WHEREAS, instead of making us safer, the wars in Irag and Afghanistan have created
more enemies and actually increased the risk of terrorism; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Berkeley, by the adoption of this resolution, calls upon the Congress and the President to
change course by ending the unsustainable wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and to
dramatically shift our national priorities to meet the needs of Americans; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that our nation’s security can be more effectively enhanced
by using our resources to address the causes of global poverty, hunger, and disease that
are the seedbed for conflict and by relying primarily on diplomacy and international
cooperation rather than force of arms to promote peaceful relations with other countries and
peoples.





