
 

Jesse Arreguín 
Councilmember, District 4 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7140 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7144 
E-Mail: jarreguin@CityofBerkeley.info 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
February 15, 2011 

 
To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
From:  Councilmembers Jesse Arreguín and Kriss Worthington 
 
Subject: Pacific Gas and Electric - National Pipeline Safety  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

1) Request PG&E to identify the size, condition, age, location and last inspection 
dates of all natural gas pipelines in Berkeley that cross the Hayward Earthquake 
Fault. 

2) Request that PG&E install shut-off valves on pipelines crossing the fault. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
On September 9, 2010 a PG&E natural gas pipeline exploded in San Bruno, killing eight 
people and leaving about fifty people injured. Thirty eight homes were destroyed in the 
massive fire caused by the explosion and at least seven more were damaged.  
 
Following this tragic event, questions have been raised concerning the root cause of the 
explosion and many concerns have been raised over the standards of pipeline safety, 
the lack of enforcement of current laws and the unavailability of information to the 
public. 
 
Congresswoman Jackie Speier has introduced HR22, a national pipeline safety bill that 
would mandate increased inspection, disclosure of information, and automatic shut-off 
valves on certain pipes.  On October 19, 2010, City Council adopted Resolution No. 
65,065 N.S. in support of the bill.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
NONE. 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
Jesse Arreguín, Councilmember, District 4  981-7140 
 
Attachments: 

1. HR 22
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