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CONSENT CALENDAR 
January 17, 2012 

 
TO:   Honorable Members of the City Council 

FROM:  Mayor Tom Bates, Councilmember Linda Maio, Councilmember Kriss 
Worthington 

SUBJECT:  City of Berkeley Policy for Naming and Renaming Public Facilities 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Review the current proposed naming policy and background materials, comment, and 
adopt a formal policy for the naming and renaming of public facilities. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Unknown  
 
BACKGROUND 
In the absence of a formal naming and re-naming policy, the sponsors have met and 
are proposing a naming and renaming policy for public facilities.   
 
CONTACT PERSON 
Mayor Tom Bates    510-981-7100 
Councilmember Linda Maio   510-981-7110 
Councilmember Kriss Worthington 510-981-7170 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed changes to the City of Berkeley Policy for Naming and Renaming 
Public Facilities.  

2. Past Proposals from City Commissions to the City Council (Background 
Information).  
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Attachment 1 
CITY OF BERKELEY  

POLICY FOR NAMING AND RENAING PUBLIC FACILITIES  
 

Purpose  
To establish a uniform policy regarding the naming and renaming of existing and future 
parks, streets, pathways and other public facilities. 
 
Objective 
A. To ensure that naming public facilities (such as parks, streets, recreation facilities, 

pathways, open spaces, public building, bridges or other structures) will enhance 
the values and heritage of the City of Berkeley and will be compatible with 
community interest.  

 
Section 1 – Lead Commission  
 
The City Council designates the following commissions as the ‘Lead Commissions’ in 
overseeing, evaluating, and ultimately advising the Council in any naming or renaming 
of a public facility.  The lead commission shall receive and coordinate comment and 
input from other Commissions and the public as appropriate.  
 
Parks and Recreation Commission –Parks, recreation centers, camps, plazas and 
public open spaces  
 
Public Works Commission –Public buildings (other than recreation centers), streets and 
bridges or other structures in the public thoroughfare.  
 
Waterfront Commission –Public facilities within the area of the City known as the 
Waterfront, as described in BMC 3.36.060.B.  
 
Section 2 – General Policy  
 
A. Newly acquired or developed public facilities shall be named immediately after 

acquisition or development to ensure appropriate public identity.  
B. No public facility may be named for a living person, but this policy can be overridden 

with a 2/3 vote of the City Council. 
C. Public facilities that are renamed must follow the same criteria for naming new 

facilities.  In addition, the historical significance and geographical reference of the 
established name should be considered when weighing and evaluating any name 
change.  

D. The City encourages the recognition of individuals for their service to the community 
in ways that include the naming of activities such as athletic events, cultural 
presentations, or annual festivals, which do not involve the naming or renaming of 
public facilities.   

E. Unless restricted by covenant, facilities named after an individual should not 
necessarily be considered a perpetual name.  
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Section 3 – Criteria for Naming of Public Facilities  
 When considering the naming of a new public facility or an unnamed portion or feature 
within an already named public facility (such as a room within the facility or a feature 
within an established park), or, the renaming of an existing public facility the following 
criteria shall be applied: 
 

A. Public Facilities are generally easier to identify by reference to adjacent street 
names, distinct geographic or environmental features, or primary use activity.  
Therefore, the preferred practice is to give City-owned property a name of 
historical or geographical significance and to retain these names.  

B. No public facility may be named for a living person, but this policy can be 
overridden with a 2/3 vote of the City Council.  

C. The naming of a public facility or any parts thereof in recognition of an 
individual posthumously may only be considered if the individual had a 
positive effect on the community and has been deceased for more than 1 
year.  

D. When a public facility provides a specific programmatic activity, it is preferred 
that the activity (e.g. skateboard park, baseball diamond) be included in the 
name of the park or facility.  

E. When public parks are located adjacent to elementary schools, a name that is 
the same as the adjacent school shall be considered.  

F. When considering the renaming of an existing public facility, in addition to 
applying criteria A-E above, proper weight should be given to the fact that: a 
name lends a site or property authenticity and heritage; existing names are 
presumed to have historic significance; and historic names give a community 
a sense of place and identity, continuing through time, and increases the 
sense of neighborhood and belonging.  
 

Section 4 –Naming Standards Involving a Major Contribution  
When a person, group or organization requests the naming or renaming of a public 
facility, all of the following conditions shall be met: 

A. An honoree will have made a major contribution towards the acquisition 
and/or development costs of a public facility or a major contribution to the 
City.  

B. The honoree has a record of outstanding service to their community  
C. Conditions of any donation that specifies that name of a public facility, as part 

of an agreement or deed, must be approved by the City Council, after review 
by and upon recommendation of the City Manager.  

 
Section 5 –Procedures for Naming or Renaming of Public Facilities 

A. Any person or organization may make a written application to the City Manager 
requesting that a public facility or portion thereof, be named or renamed.  

1. Recommendations may also come directly of the City Boards or 
Commissions, the City Council, or City Staff. 
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B. The City Manager shall refer the application to the appropriate lead commission 
as defined in Section 1 of the City’s policy on naming of public facilities, for that 
commission’s review, facilitation, and recommendation of disposition.  

1. The application shall contain the name or names of the persons or 
organization making the application and the reason for the requested 
naming or renaming.  

C. The lead commission shall review and consider the application, using the policies 
and criteria articulated to the City Policy on Naming and Renaming to make a 
recommendation to Council.  

1. All recommendations or suggestion will be given the same 
consideration without regard to the source of the nomination  

 
D. The lead commission shall hold a public hearing and notify the general public of 

any discussions regarding naming or renaming of a public facility.  
1. Commission action will be taking at the meeting following any public 

hearing on the naming or renaming.  
 

E. The commission’s recommendation shall be forwarded to Council for final 
consideration.  













































 




