It's the “lictle things™ that will endanger your home. Just an
ember landing on a lictle pile of lammable marerial can start a
fire. Finding and eliminating those flammable materials outside, no

cr eu'e DE{endUbI e matter how small, will make your home much safer.

Here are some relatively inexpensive and easy-to-complete quick

spﬂce 'ﬂ Pfﬁt&ﬂ' fixes that can quickly increase your defendable space.
Your Hume from Plants near your house

The greatest risks to your house are plants near it.

Wi|dfir e [ ] Remove older, larger or dying plants within the “home zone”™
(within &' of your house). Vigorous, smaller, and leggy plants,

like azaleas, roses and daylilies, are better. See “Plants and

Landscapes for Summer-Dry

Checldist

Climartes of the San Francisco
Bay Region™ (awevwelmd. com)
for details.

U] Eeep your plants in good
condition. Water themn regularly,
preferably with a drip system.
Get rid of dead branches and
dead material under the plants.

[ ] Minimize plants under windows, near decks, or at inside
corners of your house.
[ ] Add new plants thar are “fire-safe” (that have all the

characteristics above). Avoid plants with fine materials such as
junipers and cedars.

Other plants and trees on your lot
[ | Cut tree branches within &° of your roof (or remove the tree, if

necessary .

[ | Create islands of vegetation so that fire does not have a to
B
your house. Be sure no large bushes are under trees that could
cause a crown fire.

[ | Minimize landscaping bark and mulch, which allow embers to
smolder.

[ | Cut annual grasses of get them grazed before they die. Annual




grasses are a major hazard in the fall, especially if you have
grasses on a dope leading up to your howse.

Other combustibles

[ | The ara within the “home zone " & from your house) is
especiall y hazardous Don't store firew cod and other bumable
mate fial within this zone, espedally under decks or against
outs de walls. Move your firewood as far from the howse as
posible. If you're concerned about she leering your woodpile
fromrain, placethe wood under a tarp or some other covering,.

LI Clear your gutters egulad y,especiall y when the miny sason
is over and you'reless likely to think abour gutter debrs If
posible ,cover your gutters with me tal s creening.

L] Keep your barbecve propare tank as far away from the howse
as posible.

Gutters

Gutersare ina vulnerable spot of
a houss, the intesection of eaves
and roof, and are usnal ly in conract
with combustible maldings. When
youre cleaning guters, payspecial
attention o

L] Upper story gutters that are difficult to reach (even with a good
ladder), and

LI The portion of lower gutters thatare fed by moftiles rather
than dow nspouts,

In conjuncionwith cleaning gute s, roofs also need to be deared of
debris, such asleaves, Most leavesfall about the time thar fire weather
peaks, so fall debriscleaning may have to be done several rimes.

Other Quick Fixes

Look for decayed wood. Some key places to look for decay is at

the bottom corner of wooden windowsills (where embers land), the

perimeter of decks, and any other area where water can be trapped.

A small amount of decay can be chiseled out and the gaps filled wich
waterproof fillers and caulk. Larger amounrs of decay mighr require

replacement of the wood piece.

Your chimney is required to
have an approved spark arrester.
Sparks from your chimney can
cause your neighbor’s house to
catch on fire. Prune branches
and shrubs within 10" of
chimneys and stovepipes.

Add screens to windows.
Metallic screens provide
protection to windows from
radiant energy from fires and
possibly some protection against
wind-blown debris.

Garages, sheds and other
structures also need to be

fire resistant. Use weather-
stripping or wood to block gaps
underneath your garage door
Eeep vegetation and debris
away from these structures, and
be sure you keep them in good
condition.

Web links/local resources
Check cut the tollowing links for
more intormation:
Berkeley Fire Department
wwnnoi.berkelevca.us five
The Fire Safe Council
wre fivesafeconwrcil.org
Firewise
e firewise.org
California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection
wiens fire.ca.goviphp










