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The existing Shorebird Park portable 
classroom will be demolished starting in 
Dec. 2009 and a new “portable will be 
built in 2010. Classes will be held in the 
Strawbale Nature Center or the Marina 
Conference Rm.  
 
Various local field trips to Albany mud 
flats, César Chavez park and Aquatic 
park dates are not listed here. 
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This first program will be a visual 
explanation of all the Marina’s education 
and recreation programs and our straw 
bale building. Here you will be exposed 
to all the programs we offer to classes 
and we will answer all your questions.  
 
 

DATE:  Thursday, Jan 14th , 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
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An introduction to history of the Bay 
including early animal life, Indian and 
Spanish settlements, and the human  
impact on the Bay. Viewing the Saving the 
Bay DVD. 
 

 

 DATE:  Friday, Jan 15th, 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
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The latest information on the problems and 
triumphs concerning the state of the Bay 
today. Includes viewing the video, 
“Synthetic Seas”. 
  
DATE:  Thursday, Jan 21st, 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
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DATE:  Friday, Jan 22nd, 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 
Meet at the Nature Center and we will car 
pool to Marin- We’ll tour the bay model  and 
see the new marine mammal center. 
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DATE:  Thursday, Feb 4th, 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
 
Meet at the Nature Center and we will car 
pool to San Francisco and see a bay 
education aquarium.  
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Lecture and discussion on how to work with 
groups of students. Subjects include; 
Discipline, creative teaching, gearing talks 
towards specific grade levels and learning 
how to keep and hold the attention of your 
group. 
 
 

DATE:  Friday, Feb 5th  , 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon��
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Practice and discussion on how to work with 
groups. Learn how to interpret the exhibits 
here at the Nature Center. Bring something 
from home to interpret.  
 
 

DATE:  Thursday, Feb 11th, 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
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A field and lecture class exploring marine life 
of the rocky shore and docks. We will handle 
a variety of marine life, do water chemistry 
and explore the world of plankton.  
 
DATE:  Thursday, Feb 25, 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
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A field and lecture class focusing on the rocky 
shore habitats. Scheduled during low tide, 
docents will learn the art of handling and 
studying shoreline residents, while examining 
rocks, mudflats and tide pools.  
 
DATE:  Friday, Feb 26th, 2010 
 TIME:3:00 pm-5:00 pm  
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We will go out on the Bay for a two-hour 
basic sail training. It will train you for the 
sailboat trips for 4th graders and up. Land 
activities include: nautical terms, navigation, 
knots, and handling lines. 
 
 DATE:  Saturday, Feb 20, 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. –2:00 p.m. 
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In this exciting training session, we will go 
out on the Bay for a two hour trip to trawl for 
fish, tow a plankton net, and take a bottom 
sample of the Bay. It will train you for the 8 
research boat trips for 5th graders and up. 
 
 

 

DATE:  Saturday, March 13th, 2010 
 TIME:  9:00 a.m. –2:00 p.m. 
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This bale building features passive solar 
and photovoltaic systems, heat radiant 
flooring, and recycled and salvaged 
wood materials. Teaching about this 
new visitor’s center will change how you 
think about your place in the 
environment.  
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On September 25, 2010, docents help 
us run this event for 1,700 people. This 
is also a one-time volunteer opportunity 
you could participate in.. Help set up and 
tally data. Meet behind Seabreeze 
Market at 9 a.m. – 12 noon. We provide 
bags and gloves.  
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We use our skills to teach 3, 4 day 
sessions of marine biology to really 
enthused students – a very rewarding 
culmination of the year. 
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Friends of Shorebird Park need your 
skills to help to raise money for the 
landscaping of the new classroom and 
Nature Center. In April 2007, 
Hornblower Dining yachts gave the 
service of their ship and crew and we 
raised over $3,000. We need to do this 
again. All we need are people and 
prizes. If you have fundraising skills or 
like to ask for things- we need you! 
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·   Interest and / or experience      
working in a marine environment; 
 

·   Participation in training sessions and; 
 

·  Leadership or assistance with at  
 least two field trips per month; 
· T.B. test required to work with children and 
fingerprinting (which we pay for). 
 

 
Docents on Research Boat trip training. 
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·   Satisfaction of working with children and 
encouraging their appreciation of  the 
environment; 
 

·  Training handbook of educational   
materials and information on the Bay for 
leading tours at the Marina; 
 

·   Professional training in the education 
field. Excellent for those considering a 
career change. Looks great on your 
resume! 
 

·  Help give something back to the 
community.  
 
  

 �� �� �� �� ���� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� **@@�� ��
�� �� �� **�� **�� 99��

 
In 1979, the City of Berkeley Marina 
Programs created the Marina Experience 
program for school children and teachers. 
Since its conception, over 78,623 children 
and 8,384 adults have learned about Bay 
ecology. “BayIT” Bay Interpretive Program 
was developed in 1985 to help train 
volunteers to assist in teaching these children 
and adults. 
 

Programs include: Animals : Fish, Birds, 
Marine Mammals & Bay Scientist; Low Tide : 
(Mar. – June) Explore the rocky shore, docks 
and fishing pier; Boating : (Mar. – June) - We 
teach older students about the Bay from a 
sailboat or on a research boat where we trawl 
for fish, tow a plankton net and take bottom 
samples; and Summer  programs featuring 
Marine Biology & Boating Week. 
 

Our training begins   Jan 14th, 2010 and 
continues until March, 2010. It involves 
hands-on training sessions covering such 
topics as the history of the Bay, marine 
habitats, and bayshore plant and animal life, 
with special emphasis on how to teach and 
use artifacts and live animals. These are on-
going trainings. You may join the program 
any time during the year.  
 

The cost is $59. This covers the training 
materials, nametags and 2 boat trips. 
 
 

To obtain an application, please call: Patty 
Donald at (510) 981-6720 or 
e-mail to: pdonald@ci.berkeley.ca.us  or 
down load it from our website 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/marina and 
mail it with your check to:  
Shorebird Park Nature Center  
160 University Avenue, Berkeley CA 94710 
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Do you enjoy exploring  
with children outdoors? 

 
Helping them to 

discover and appreciate 
their natural environment? 

 
If you get excited 

in a boat on the Bay, 
investigating the beach, 

peering under docks 
and rocks for animal life, 

or bird watching from the pier, 
the Berkeley Marina  

volunteer training program  
could be for you! 


