





ERIC D. FROTHINGHAM
1743 MCGEE AVENUE
BERKELEY, CA 94703

September 21, 2008
CITY OF BERKELEY ZA R
Re: Thai Temple Sunday Brunch

Dear People:

#5



#5

Schlepp, Victoria

From: Ross, Steven D.

Sent: Tuesday, September 23, 2008 10:53 AM

To: Schlepp, Victoria; Powell, Greg

Subject: FW: In Support of The Thai Temple Sunday Brunch
ZAB

————— Original Message————-

From: chirper [mailto:chirper@mac.com]

Sent: Sunday, September 21, 2008 1:06 PM

To: Ross, Steven D.

Subject: In Support of The Thai Temple Sunday Brunch

Dear Secretary,

The Thai Temple on 1911 Russell Street is a positive thing for the

community. I support their Brunch and new Buddha shrine. The
complaints are by a tiny majority who don't check their facts. The
sidewalk and street there is one of the cleanest in the city. There is

a place to recycle and the monks and volunteers clean up as well as the
culturally diverse people attending. Parking is offered at Any
Mountain store. As for the smell of the food. Why not complain every
time neighbors in other parts of Berkeley barbeque meat which stinks of
lighter fluid and smoke.

The complaints are not valid and made by a few disgruntled individuals
who need to get a life! They do not represent the community. The Thai
temple provides a happy place in a sick sad world. Do not let them
take it away.

Sincerely,
Vicki Grant

2925 Ellis St. # 10
Berkeley, CA 94703

Perfection is an illusion
Loving kindness is not........
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Schlepp, Victoria

From: Ross, Steven D.

Sent:  Monday, September 22, 2008 9:09 AM

To: Powell, Greg; Schlepp, Victoria

Subject: FW: To support Mongkolrattanaram Temple in berkeley

ZAB

From: Tanyanan Tanamaneeroj [mailto:ttanyanan@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 21, 2008 10:22 PM

To: Ross, Steven D.

Subject: To support Mongkolrattanaram Temple in berkeley

Dear Secretary of the Zoning Adjustment Board, Berkeley

I want to support Mongkolratanaram Temple to continue Sunday activities.

This temple has brought happiness to community for years.

It's the school of Thai language, Thai music and Thai dancing.

It's the place that people come to pray, do meditation.

It's the place that can give you a peace in mind.

Besides once a month there is a health corner to weigh and check blood pressure for people who come to
the temple .

All these are provided by volunteers who dedicate their own time without wanting anything back.
Every time when I come to this temple,I can see people they are happy.

Everyone at the temple are friendly.

When I heard that few neighbors complained about the noise and the smell .

And I 've heard that the temple has tried hard to solve the problems but still unable to please them.
Instead of trying to take away of everyone happiness, they should come out to help their own
community.

I've lived in the 51- unit -condominium. In Summer it is very noisy everyday as a lot of people are at
the swimming pool.On weekend I can smell BBQ whole day long.Many kids play in front of my unit.
It doesn't bother me. I feel fun and happy for them.

The temple just need only 3 hours on Sunday.to provide happiness and healthy mind for everyone
regardless to age,race,nationality, religion ect.So they don't go to do something bad. I used to see the
temple gave food for homeless who stopped by and ask for food. It' s such a great charity for what the
temple does.

PlIs help to support the temple by letting them continue their Sunday activities.
People around the area will be very grateful.
Thank you very much

Tanyanan Tanamaneeroj Ho
117 Del Valle Cir

El Sobrante

CA 94803

Tel 510 693 0767

9/23/2008
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Schlepp, Victoria

From: Ross, Steven D.

Sent:  Monday, September 22, 2008 10:31 AM
To: Powell, Greg; Schlepp, Victoria
Subject: FW: Thai Temple Brunch

ZAB

From: Cynthia Hussey [mailto:cynthiapurple@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 21, 2008 3:03 AM

To: Ross, Steven D.

Subject: Thai Temple Brunch

Greetings,

I am a South Berkeley resident for the last 18 years, and I heartily support the Thai Brunch. Itis a
delightful gathering spot, where many people of Berkeley eat and mingle. This diversity is part of the
charm of Berkeley, not a deficit.

While I am concerned for the welfare of the neighbors, and understand their concerns, the Thai Temple
is doing whatever it can to mitigate any detrimental effects to the neighborhood, placing signs asking
people not to block driveways (which really ought to be common and universal courtesy, not just at Thai
Brunch. I personally would love to hear the friendly sounds and smell the wonderful smells of Thai
Brunch every Sunday morning. Alas, I live a little too far away for that.

I have heard that some of the neighbors who are complaining have recently moved into the
neighborhood. The Thai Temple has been there for several years, operating its Sunday Brunch on a
weekly (and wonderful) basis. Surely those who moved in knew of the Temple. It seems as ridiculous
to object to it as moving into San Francisco and complaining that you didn't expect it to have foggy
weather.

I myself live on the same block as the McGee Avenue Baptist Church. On Sundays especially, and
sometimes when they have other special occasions, my street gets all parked up. In fact, I jokingly refer
to Sundays as "Baptist Parking Days." Also, on many Sundays, when I'm out walking (usually to Thai
Brunch), I hear loud yelling and singing through the open doors of the church. It would never occur to
me to ask them to stop having Sunday services, so that I will not be bothered by their parking and their
weekly noise. I knew there was a church on the block when I moved in, and this richness of community
and diversity is something to celebrate about Berkeley, not something to curtail.

If the recently moved in neighbors wanted a quiet, antiseptic environment, they ought to have moved to
a controlled community East of the Tunnel, like, maybe San Ramon. Berkeley is rich and vibrant, filled
with the delightful sounds and smells of community. This is partly why I love it!

I understand there is a law on the books that contradicts the frequency of the Thai Brunch. Berkeley is
not a monolithic, impersonal bureaucracy, we ought to be able to find a way to solve that and keep the
brunch running. I don't know the details, that is why you are the experts on the Zoning Board. Perhaps
a variance, or exception. Perhaps the law could be changed or adjusted, or there could be an exception
for the Thai Temple. I don't know *how*, but I know it could and should be worked out.

9/23/2008
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Thank you for your time and attention to this letter and this matter. Please find a way to keep the
wonderful treasure of the Thai Brunch running on in its traditional, weekly way.

Cynthia Hussey
1609 Stuart Street

9/23/2008
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Schlepp, Victoria

From: Ross, Steven D.

Sent: Monday, September 22, 2008 11:33 AM
To: Schlepp, Victoria; Powell, Greg
Subject: FW: The Thai Temple on Russell

ZAB

————— Original Message————-

From: kia [mailto:kia@mac.com]

Sent: Monday, September 22, 2008 10:44 AM
To: Ross, Steven D.

Subject: The Thai Temple on Russell

I am writing in support of the Thai Buddhist Temple at 1911 Russell
Street. I live a couple of blocks away and I really enjoy the weekly
feast. I don't go for lunch. I just like passing by and partaking of
the festive atmosphere and positive vibrations. I understand that the
temple now wants to build a new Buddha Shrine and continue serving the
community the way they have been doing for years.

In my opinion, the Sunday feast is a happy, loving event. I frankly
find it hard to understand the objections that have been raised by a
handful of people. The Temple has addressed all the real problems such
as parking and littering. They now offer parking for their patrons in
places where they will not interfere with local parking. And they have
been highly diligent in cleaning up public areas. Complaints about
having to "smell the food" seem extraordinarily petty to me. I smell my
neighbors' cooking all the time. If I considered that an imposition,
I'd be feeling imposed upon constantly. It's foolishness! The smells
coming from the Thai Temple on Sundays are pleasant.

I hope you will decide in favor of the Temple and I hope this letter
will help you make that decision.

Fran Nowve
2529 Ellis Street
Berkeley, CA 94703
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Schlepp, Victoria

From: Ross, Steven D.

Sent:  Tuesday, September 23, 2008 8:59 AM
To: Powell, Greg; Schlepp, Victoria
Subject: FW: Thai Temple on 1911 Russell Street

ZAB

From: julie thi underhill [mailto:jthiunderhill@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, September 22, 2008 9:00 PM

To: Ross, Steven D.

Subject: Thai Temple on 1911 Russell Street

Dear Zoning Adjustment Board,

I am writing in support of the Thai Temple on 1911 Russell Street in Berkeley. I have attended Sunday
brunch numerous times and I have always been impressed with the quality of the experience and the
amiability of the staff and patrons. Please do whatever you can to ensure that this vital neighborhood
tradition is protected.

Many thanks,
Julie Underhill

Berkeley, CA

9/23/2008
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Schlepp, Victoria

Subject: FW: ZAB Staff Report

From: Thomas Rough [mailto:thomas.rough@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 22, 2008 5:31 AM

To: Powell, Greg; Ross, Steven D.

Cc: komson@sbcglobal.net

Subject: ZAB Staff Report

Greg & members of the ZAB.

I am concerned that Thai Temple before the ZAB has expanded to include a 14 year retroactive use
permit to 52 weeks a year. In addition, the Thai Temple zoning request before the board has expanded
to included blanket CEQA exemption for 6-10 accessory structures.

The Temple has violated the law and abuse their neighbors for the past 14 years. They should be held
accountable prior to any consideration of expansion. Why consider the reward of an expanded use
permit when the Temple has not meet the requirements of their current use permit? Why allow the
Temple to proceed with a program of aggressive expansion when all of the adjacent neighbors
strenuously opposed this expansion?

The Temple was directed to mediate with their neighbors, and failed completely in this mediation effort.
My suggestion it to revoke the current Thai Temple use permit until the Food Service issue is resolved.
This was done in a similar case in Los Angeles. http://articles.latimes.com/2007/aug/13/local/me-thail3

Perhaps a revoked permit will cause the The Temple to pursue mediation in earnest.

Thank you for your consideration.

9/23/2008



Temple tradition bows to neighbors' pressure - Los Angeles Times Page 1 of 4

#5

Smart tips Los Angeles Time
for an eco-friendly lifestyle
Go green » Living Green

fLos Angeles Times  California | Local

You are here: LAT Home > Articles > 2007 > August > 13 > California | Local

Archive for Monday, August 13, 2007

Temple tradition bows to neighbors’ pressure

By Deborah Schoch
August 13, 2007 in print edition B-1

Rumors were sweeping the Los Angeles food blogging world.
“Wat Thai Temple — food court closing?” asked the entry on Chowhound.com.
“Noooo

Ethnic food aficionados are aghast at the prospect of a future without such delicacies as hot green papaya
salad, tangy fish cakes and little coconut pastries that some call the best Thai food in America — or at least
in Los Angeles.

The regular weekend food fair at Wat Thai Temple in North Hollywood has grown over decades into a
“must” event for Asian-food lovers. But the fair went on temporary hiatus as of Sunday because its
popularity has outstripped available parking spaces, temple and city officials say.

Nearby residents have grown irritated at the hordes of gourmands from throughout the region who descend
on Saturdays and Sundays, seeking chicken skewers and sweet sticky rice with mango. They complain
that visitors park their cars on narrow residential streets, creating severe parking problems.

“Our quality of life is horrible on weekends,” said Corrie Wysner, who recently had a car towed from her
driveway. “It's unfair on us — people honking horns, blocking driveways.”

In response, temple officials have closed the fair while they work toward a solution, said temple legal
advisor Rosalyn Patamakanthin, a Los Angeles attorney. Some ideas being considered are closer parking
supervision and shuttles from outlying lots.

Fans learned the news this weekend as they lingered over noodle soup with duck and soothing coconut
milk at tables next to the dozen food booths on the temple grounds.

“l was so sad. Really, | can’t believe it,” said Susan Deocales, 56, who said she came to the fair every
week and that the food reminded her of her native Philippines.

Some wonder why the fair could not have stayed open while parking problems are resolved. Surapol

http://articles.latimes.com/2007/aug/13/local/me-thail3 9/22/2008
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Roajphlastien, a fan from North Hollywood, is collecting signatures on a petition asking the city to keep the
food fair open, reporting 2,000 signatures as of Sunday night.

“It's not fair for us, to shut it down like that,” he said.

No reopening date has been set, which unnerves fans who fear that the mom-and-pop vendors will move
elsewhere and the food court will fade away like so many other Angeleno traditions.

Temple officials reached the decision at an Aug. 1 meeting with neighbors, a city planning representative
and a field deputy to Councilwoman Wendy Greuel, Patamakanthin said.

“The city has recommended that we put a temporary moratorium on the sale of food,” she said. She added
that the temple fully intends to reopen the fair, held on the grounds of the largest Theravada Buddhist
temple in the United States.

City officials call the fair a victim of its own success.

“Recently, it’s kind of exploded in terms of the numbers of people,” said Nell Abernathy, a spokeswoman
for Greuel. “We’re talking about what basically has become a citywide food festival.”

The food fair’s fans say that’s exactly the point.

“This isn’t like going to your local Thai restaurant. This is the real thing,” said Thailand-born Tony Walker,
who runs an insurance brokerage nearby. “If you’re a working stiff, and you can’t afford to travel anywhere
around the world except to Tijuana on weekends, this is like going to Thailand, and you didn’t have to pay
that round-trip fare.”

Food-savvy critics agree.

The fair rates as one of the “99 Essential L.A. Restaurants,” Pulitzer Prize-winning food critic Jonathan
Gold reported in the L.A. Weekly last year, writing that “the air around the temple almost throbs with the
smells of Thai cooking.”

The Christian Science Monitor raved that “for a few dollars a meal, you can feast on dishes you won't find
in restaurants — at least, not prepared like this.”

The food is sold at booths on the grounds of the ornate red and gold Wat Thai Temple. Much of the food is
cooked by Thai families who have passed down the recipes for generations, say some in
the Thai community.

“It really takes you back, transports you to the streets of Bangkok. Because in Thailand, when you buy food
or snacks off the streets, that’s exactly how it tastes,” said Bangkok-born Chanchanit Martorell, executive
director of the Thai Community Development Center, a nonprofit group. The city needs events like this that
promote integration, she said, and the food fair’s closure “would be a terrible loss for the city of L.A.”

The fair is operating under a city permit issued in the early 1980s, with parking requirements designed for a
much smaller event.

A 1984 zoning document, for instance, limits the temple to four special events annually, drawing no more
than 160 people at a time, but the fair had been attracting as much as two or three times that many.

Wysner, the resident who had a visitor’s car towed, said she learned about the old zoning permit from a

http://articles.latimes.com/2007/aug/13/local/me-thail3 9/22/2008
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neighbor. Residents gave a copy to Joaquin Macias, a field deputy to Greuel.

Normally, the city Planning Department deals with permit violations in what can be a lengthy legal process.
In this case, Macias said, Greuel’s office held meetings with temple officials in the last three months.

“We wanted to avoid the city citing them. Everyone wants this to stay cooperative,” said Abernathy, the
Greuel spokeswoman.

The temple responded to neighbors’ concerns by arranging for monitors to watch for parking infractions
and hiring a firm to clean up after the vendors.

But residents continued to complain, and some patrons ignored the parking monitors’ instructions.

So at the Aug. 1 meeting, when temple representatives asked if the fair should close, the city said yes,
Macias said.

Temple officials will apply for a new permit, said Patamakanthin, their legal advisor. Although they wanted
the food fair to stay open, she said, “At the same time, we have to look at the big picture. We just have to
find a solution to this excessive traffic.”

This weekend, some workers serving sticky rice and noodle soup said they were worried about losing the
pay they earn from fair vendors. “l worry, because no job. So quickly. We were surprised,” said one worker
who would not give her name.

“This is like going to church on Sundays. This is what we do on weekends,” explained Janet
Hunpadongrat, 21, who lives near the temple. “We don’t have enough parking because everyone
loves this community.”

deborah.schoch@latimes.com
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Schlepp, Victoria

Subject: FW: Please Attend ZAB Meeting 9/25

From: Komson (KT) Muangmaithong [mailto:komson@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Tuesday, September 23, 2008 1:41 PM

To: Anderson, Maxwell

Cc: Powell, Greg; Ross, Steven D.; Thomas Rough

Subject: Please Attend ZAB Meeting 9/25

Dear Council Member Max Anderson:

| know you have heard from our neighbor, Mr. Tom Rough, his isolated opinion. As your schedule permits, we
are looking forward to seeing you at the hearing this Thursday. You will hear facts and sincere support of the
temple. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.

Regards,
Komson Muangmaithong

9/24/2008
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Zoning Adjustment Board
2120 Milvia Street
Berkeley, CA 94704

September 23, 2008

Dear Zoning Adjustment Board,

In the matter of the Thai Buddhist Temple on Russell Street, | would like my voice to be heard. 1 am a
neighbor of the Temple, residing at 1942 Russell Street. 1 am quite distraught that these excellent
neighbors are being asked to cease their tradition of serving Sunday brunch.

When | first heard of the conflict between a few of my neighbors and the Temple, | made a special point
of watching to see how the neighborhood was left on a Sunday afternoon. The block in front of the
Temple and the Library is always pristine by early in the afternoon. Also, | have never - NOT ONCE -
had my driveway blocked by any cars on a Sunday morning.

This South Berkeley neighborhood is fraught with trouble. I will not fill this letter with what scares and
frustrates me about being a woman living alone here. | will say, however, that the Temple is one of the
finest neighbors, with a clean and beautifully landscaped yard. How charming it is to see the Temple
members out on their silent meditative walk. They add such a positive element to the neighborhood and |
feel they have done so very much to placate the few neighbors who have complained.

The Sunday brunch is such a distinct and wonderful Berkeley cultural event. When | have out of town
visitor, | never fail to take them to the brunch. It builds such a sense of community, something so hard to
find in this day in age. It is the shining beacon on the little block between MLK and Milvia on Russell
Street and | feel my home would have less value with out it being there.

When | travel around the country, many people know of the Thai Temple and its brunch as well as its
classes and cultural events. How much better to have Berkeley be known for a pleasurable and
benevolent cultural institution than for, say, tree sitting protesters or code pink!

I understand that those few neighbors have a right to peace and calm in their homes. If the Temple had
moved in yesterday, | would feel they have a cause for complaint. This reminds me of the story of the
people who move in next to an airport and then sue because it is noisy. To force the Temple to
discontinue their Sunday tradition would be devastating not only to the Temple but to 1000’s of people in
Berkley and the Bay Area. And that includes me.

Thank you for you time,

Robyn Gauthier
1942 A Russell St
Berkeley, CA 94703
530-383-4193

Cc: Wat Mongkolratanaram
1911 Russell Street, Berkeley CA
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Schlepp, Victoria

Subject: FW: Please Attend ZAB Meeting 9/25

From: Thomas Rough [mailto:thomas.rough@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 23, 2008 8:53 AM

To: Anderson, Maxwell

Cc: komson@sbcglobal.net; Powell, Greg; Ross, Steven D.
Subject: Please Attend ZAB Meeting 9/25

Council Member Anderson,

My name is Tom Rough, I live at 1914 Oregon Street in Berkeley. I am concerned about an issue before
the ZAB regarding the Thai Temple. I want you to know the following:

e There is a ZAB meeting on Thursday 9/25 for the Thai Temple at 1911 Russell to expand its use
permit.

e The neighbors have tried to get the City to understand the negative impact of the Thai Temple
Sunday food service restaurant operating 52 weeks a year.

e The Thai Temple has operated without permits (FIRE HEALTH AND BUILDING) and this poses
not only an issue of illegal activity but the possibility of damage to any neighboring properties.

e Restaurants such as the Thai Temple should have all permits before operating to protect the
public.

e No analysis has really been done regarding noise, air quality and traffic.

¢ Plans are not consistent and ambiguous information as to the operation of the Thai Temple.

¢ The neighbors do not have an attorney to address these concerns and wish for the ZAB and the
City of Berkeley to act responsibly, to protect the quality of life, to promote safety, and to enforce
permit compliance in our neighborhood.

I understand that you represent all constituents on both sides of this issue. I ask that you attend the ZAB
meeting on 9/25 so you can be informed on a very important issue in our community.

Thank you,

Tom Rough

1914 Oregon
Berkeley CA 94703
510-847-1322

9/23/2008
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Schlepp, Victoria

Subject: FW: ZAB meeting 1911 Russell st-Thai Temple

From: yor sh [mailto:yo5@sbcglobal.net]

Sent: Tuesday, September 23, 2008 10:06 AM

To: Anderson, Maxwell

Cc: Powell, Greg

Subject: ZAB meeting 1911 Russel st-Thai Temple

Council Member Anderson,

My name is Yoram Shay, I live on Oregon Street in Berkeley. I am concerned about an issue before the
ZAB regarding the Thai Temple. I want you to know the following:

e There is a ZAB meeting on Thursday 9/25 for the Thai Temple at 1911 Russell to expand its use
permut.

e The neighbors have tried to get the City to understand the negative impact of the Thai Temple
Sunday food service restaurant operating 52 weeks a year.

e The Thai Temple has operated without permits (FIRE HEALTH AND BUILDING) and this poses
not only an issue of illegal activity but the possibility of damage to any neighboring properties.

¢ Restaurants such as the Thai Temple should have all permits before operating to protect the
public.

¢ No analysis has really been done regarding noise, air quality and traffic.

¢ Plans are not consistent and ambiguous information as to the operation of the Thai Temple.

e The neighbors do not have an attorney to address these concerns and wish for the ZAB and the
City of Berkeley to act responsibly, to protect the quality of life, to promote safety, and to enforce
permit compliance in our neighborhood.

I understand that you represent all constituents on both sides of this issue. I ask that you attend the ZAB
meeting on 9/25 so you can be informed on a very important issue in our community.

Sincerely,

Yoram Shay

9/23/2008



September 25, 2008

BERKELEY ZONING ADJUSTMENT BOARD
2120 MILVIA STREET
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94704

To Whom It May Concern:
Re: Wat Mongkolratanaram (The Berkeley Thai Temple)

My Name is James Harris, Jr. and my brother Robert are the direct next door
neighbor (1919 Russell Street) of the The Berkeley Thai Temple on Russell Street. My
family and | have enjoyed the The Berkeley Thai Temple for years without having any
problems.

My Mother and Father when they was alive always look forward to the weekends,
because they say the community seems to come alive with the college students coming
down to purchase food, Visitors visiting the Berkeley Library, Visitors visiting the
Berkeley Fea Market, and community members attending the Zing Center on Russell.

I made a quote to Berkeley Planet New Paper, and I mean It “ I rather had the The
Berkeley Thai Temple next door than Section 8 Housing”

I have no problems for the The Berkeley Thai Temple to build their new Sanctuary
Temple in the community, I look forward to it, and as a good neighbor they clean
Russell Street (In front of all their neighbor’s homes) every morning.

I think its great culturally for the community, I think its great for the students from Cal
and others to come and enjoy their food, and other events.

Jim Harris





