Commission on Disability


Minutes


Wednesday, June 9, 2010
1. Roll call   Present: Commissioner Ed Gold

                   

 Commissioner Denise Trahan




 Commissioner Madelyn Stelmach 




 Commissioner Giovana Giscome



 
 Commissioner Gabriela Castello-Kramer (Arrived 5:37)



       Absent: 
None


       Excused Absence: Commissioner Jennifer Uphoff




 
      Commissioner Simi Litvak




      Commissioner Peter Mendoza

3. Approval of Draft Minutes (May 12, 2010) 

A motion was made to accept the minutes as written, (Commissioners Gold/Trahan; Ayes, Commissioners Gold, Trahan, Stelmach, Giscome, Absent, Commissioner Castello-Kramer)
4. Announcements from Commissioners and or Staff.

Commissioner Trahan requested a new commission mailing list be sent out. 

5. Public comment.

A member of the public expressed concern about In Home Support Services (IHSS) having severe shortcomings due to the State budget cuts.

6. Discussion of Measure E and the Selection of the Emergency Services Contractor, Mr. Drew King, Community Services & Administration Manager, Housing & Community Services Department 

Mr. King gave an overview of the process involved in the selection panel recommendation.  

Commissioner comments included: 
What about the over reliance of a few people on EDI services? 
 What does over reliance mean?  
Why and what was the contract goal?  
Are the goals and expectations clear? 
Can the contract be split?

Public comments included; 
EDI is critical to people with disabilities in Berkeley.
The contract has never been funded sufficiently.
This is a service CIL has never provided.
Serving only 111 clients is a shame, and possibly dangerous to the existence of the program.
CIL is no longer the agency it was and isn't prepared to handle this service.
EDI provides good and efficient services.
People might have a valid reason for excessive use, such as an attendant is sick for 2 weeks.
There are multiple reasons numbers are down; EDI has instituted a cap and done adequate case management to get people regular attendants.

Both agencies have positives and negatives, but EDI is turning it around.

Measure E is unique, EDI is a lifeline.
The city can put pressure on EDI but not other companies if they are stock holder controlled.

This is not an issue of competition between CIL and EDI, CIL offered a different perspective. 

CIL was good, but ineffective now.

Give EDI a one year contract.

Give it to the third vendor.

This issue will be reagendized in July.
7. Continued Discussion of Berkeley’s Pool Bond Initiative. 

Measure C, the pool bond failed, it is unknown at this time what will happen. 
8. Discussion of Proposal from the City Auditor for an Audit of the Disability Compliance Program, or other Related Issues.

There was a general discussion of this issue with no conclusive recommendation. 
9. Discussion and Development of a Work Plan.

This item will be reagendized for July. 
 Adjourn 8:55

