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Commission on Disability

Commission on Disability

MINUTES

Wednesday, May 12, 2010

1. Roll call. 
Present:
Commissioner Ed Gold

                  


Commissioner Denise Trahan

      



Commissioner Peter Mendoza, arrived 6:39 pm
      



Commissioner Jennifer Uphoff





Commissioner Gabriela Castello-Kramer, arrived 6:42pm






Commissioner Madelyn Stelmach 





Commissioner Giovana Giscome



Absent: 
 Commissioner Simi Litvak

3. Approval of Draft Minutes (April 14, 2010).  A motion was made to accept the minutes as written. (Commissioners Trahan/Giscome, Ayes: Commissioners Gold, Stelmach, Uphoff, Trahan, and Giscome, Nay; None, Abstain; None, Absent; Commissioners Mendoza, Castello- Kramer, Litvak)
4. Announcements from Commissioners and or Staff.

Secretary Church pointed out the invitations the Commissioners received to attend the opening celebration of  the work about to proceed on the animal shelter.  
Commissioner Mendoza stated his wife had surgery today, is doing well, and that he might have to leave early.
5. Public comment 

There was no public comment
6. Presentation by Alameda County Transportation Improvement Act on ACTIA Paratransit Services, Maceo Wiggins, Paratransit Education and Outreach 
There was a discussion of the services and programs ACTIA offers to the disability community, consisting of emergency transportation,  emergency wheelchair repair and a ride home from the hospital if need be for people who have been kept at least overnight and discharged.  The ride home is not available to minors.  Commissioners Mendoza took exception to this and asked that the issue of no minors be agendized for next month so the legality of the policy can be explored. 

8. Continued Discussion of Berkeley’s Pool Bond Initiative
The election is coming up and Commissioner Stelmach asked her fellow commissioners to help get the word out, pass out flyers, talk up the issue and generally make people aware of the issues and vote for it.

9. Discussion of New Proposal from Parking Mobility, 

The commissioners had no interest in dealing with this program; it will be removed from the agenda.
10. Discussion of Audible Pedestrian Signals and Their Use in the City of Berkeley.

Commissioner Gold said he called an agency that serves people with vision impairments, and they informed him that the Feds are getting ready to issue new standards for Accessible Pedestrian signals.  The commission wanted to know what people with vision impairments want when APS is installed.  More research is needed on this issue and it will be reagendized. 

11. Discussion and Development of a Commission Work Plan
The Commissioners identified the following issues they wished to work on in the coming year:
Commissioner Castello-Kramer wants to work on a lack of accessible resources available for people with both mental health and physical disabilities.

Commissioner Uphoff wants to work on developing sports and recreation opportunities for people with disabilities, possibly in conjunction with Cal. 

Commissioner Trahan wants to work on issues related to people with hidden disabilities. 

Commissioner Stelmach will continue working of the pools initiative.
Commissioners Gold and Giscome expressed an interest in working on outreach to the community. 
Adjourn: 8:22 p.m. 
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